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Harer Nama Harer Nama Harer Namaiva Kevalam Kalau 

Nasty Eva Nasty Eva Nasty Eva Gatir Anyatha 

  

“In this Age of Kali there is no other means, no other means, no other means for self-realization 

than chanting the holy name, chanting the holy name, chanting the holy name of Lord Hari.” 

 

Today’s outdoor Harinam was focused on distribution of brochures as there were over 45,000 

visitors to the historic and beautiful Princeton University campus for “Reunions 2013 Weekend” 

which went back to the Oldest Returning Alumnus from 1935. 

 

      
 

Since the weather was very hot and humid, and everyone was tired after distributing flyers, 

Sripad Bhakti Madhava Puri Maharaj, Ph.D, (Sripad Puri Maharaj) suggested that we take 

prasadam before beginning our sanga discourse.  

 

Testing his audience’s knowledge, Sripad Puri Maharaj asked “what are the first two words of 

the Bhagavad Gita?”  After some thoughts, Bhakula Mataji responded, “dhṛtarāṣṭra uvāca,” as 

stated:  

dhrtarastra uvaca  

dharma-ksetre kuru-ksetre  

samaveta yuyutsavah  

mamakah pandavas caiva  

kim akurvata sanjaya 

“Dhrtarastra said: O Sanjaya, after assembling in the place of pilgrimage at Kuruksetra, what did 

my sons and the sons of Pandu do, being desirous to fight?” 

 



Then who is saying “Dhritarastra said”? Sanjay is speaking to Dhritarastra, but he is not saying 

“Dhritarastra said.” Then Puri Maharaja explained that it was Vaishampayana, disciple of 

Vyasadeva, who spoke the Mahabharata to Janamejaya, Parikshit Maharaja’s son, and the great-

grandson of Arjuna.  

 

“Ancient Vedic epics often contain nested dialogs, something like Russian dolls – a story within 

a story within a story. Why?” Sripad Puri Maharaj asked as he began today’s sanga. “To show 

the relationship,” Bhakula Mataji, one of the NY devotees responded. Sripad Puri Maharaj posed 

another question and followed through with the answer for his attentive audience. He asked, 

“How was this material world created?”  After a brief pause, he said, “Lord Brahma created the 

material world within his mind, and he is also part of the dream of Maha Vishnu, and is also 

from the navel of Garbhodakaśāyī Viṣṇu.  Also, technically the world is within our mind. This 

shows the emphasis of the Vedic culture that teaches about the inner-world whereas the Western 

scriptures deal more superficially with the inner-world. The Vedic culture tries to go deeper and 

find the personal realm, which is much vaster than the outer platform.”  

                  
                               Surottam Prabhu                                    Bhakula Mataji 

 

Sripad Puri Maharaj then touches on the topic of “Belief.” The term “I believe in God,” he 

explained, takes on a different meaning today than it previously had. Previously, “belief meant 

something you hold dear and close to your heart.  It’s like Śraddhā,” [which is loosely translated 

as faith but does not have a direct English equivalent.] “Devotion begins with Śraddhā which can 

mean what we value or hold dear, that comes from sukrti (pious merits), then comes Sadhu 

Sanga, associating with saintly and spiritually self-realized person, and devotees.” These are the 

beginning stages of bhakti-yoga according Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 3.25.25: 

 

satāḿ prasańgān mama vīrya-saḿvido 

bhavanti hṛt-karṇa-rasāyanāḥ kathāḥ 
taj-joṣaṇād āśv apavarga-vartmani 

śraddhā ratir bhaktir anukramiṣyati 

 

“In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activities of the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and the heart. By cultivating 



such knowledge one gradually becomes advanced on the path of liberation, and thereafter he is 

freed, and his attraction becomes fixed. Then real devotion and devotional service begin.” 

 

Previously, Sripad Puri Maharaj had explained that at “bhajana-kriya,” stage, after gaining the 

association of saintly and spiritually self-realized person, we will also become “engaged in some 

spiritual activities of service,” as we progress. In this way “the more we are engaged in spiritual 

activities, our material activities and association will be decreased.”  

The next step that Puri Maharaj explained was “Anartha-nivritti.” This stage, he said, is the 

process of becoming freeing from unwanted desires in the heart. “The not-so-favorable desires 

come out,” which then takes us to the path of Nista, (steadiness). “Stability comes at this 

stage…you will be fixed in the path.”  Next comes ruchi, taste. What this means is that “a taste 

will come where we would want to do everything for Sri Krishna,” Puri Maharaj explained.  At 

this point it’s a “transcendental place we are fixed at.” 

With the development of taste and attachment, emotion, bhava, intensifies to a state of “ecstasy.” 

That kind of ecstasy brings us to the next stage, prema, pure love of Krishna. Here “there’s an 

awakening of love for Krishna.”  Puri Maharaj further states that the “goal and process is 

given…we just have to be sincere in our sacrifice of service.” 

Sripad Puri Maharaj then asked how each of us views the problems in (our) life. Surottama das 

Prabhu said that based on his understanding from the teachings of Srila Prabhupada**, “there are 

no pains for a good devotee that regulates his activities;” while Bhakula Mataji said “problems 

pop up in our life because of a lack or shift in our focus.” The problems in life “I believe are an 

indication that you are out of line from what we were supposed to be doing,” Syamasundara das 

Prabhu stated, while Srngara Mataji said “for me it’s self-doubting...trying to find what I need to 

move on.” I responded that, “I look at problems in my life as Krishna testing my faith in Him 

and to see if my confidence in Him will help me to overcome the problems,” while Sripad Puri 

Maharaj said “I try to find out what am I doing wrong. Don’t blame the environment.” 

 

The sanga rolled on to a more conversational pace on various ways of looking at problems in life 

and how to handle it according the Vedic injunctions based on the Śāstras (scriptures).  “We 

were taught to believe that the problems in life are the Lord’s mercy,” Bhakula Mataji said. She 

then asked, “Do we have the choice to choose to suffer in this life and be happy in another?”  

Smilingly Sripad Puri Maharaj shook his head and said, “Like Lord Indra who was happy as a 

pig?”*** After a thought, he said, “Actually this human life gives us a chance to take account of 

our actions and responsibilities for our actions.” Srimad Bhagavatam (11.9.29) states: 

 

labdhva sudurlabham idam bahu-sambhavante 

manusyam arthadam anityam apiha dhirah 

turnam yateta na pated anu mrtyu yavan 

nihsreyasaya visayah khalu sarvatah syat 

 

`This human form of life is obtained after many, many births, and although it is not permanent, it 

can offer the highest benefits. Therefore a sober and intelligent man should immediately try to 



attain the highest benefit in life before another death occurs. One should avoid sense 

gratification, which is available in all circumstances.’ 

 

Referring to Srila Prabhupada, Surottama das Prabhu said “it’s like when the spiritual master is 

here [in this material world], he gives us all his mercy but after he left this world, then how do 

we make progress when he used to forgive us and make it easy for us?”  Sripad Puri Maharaj 

responded that, “You have to be sincere and Krishna arranges everything accordingly. You have 

to believe that, if by Krishna’s mercy, it happened to me once (finding a guru), it may happen to 

me again.” The Lord can arrange everything if we are sincere.  

 

ahaṁ sarvasya prabhavo 

mattaḥ sarvaṁ pravartate 

iti matvā bhajante māṁ 

budhā bhāva-samanvitāḥ 
 

“I am the source of all spiritual and material worlds. Everything emanates from Me. The wise 

who know this perfectly engage in My devotional service and worship Me with all their hearts.” 

Bhagavad-Gita, 10.8 

 

At this point Surottama das Prabhu stated that, “It’s rare to find a pure devotee.” Countering, 

Sripad Puri Maharaj said, “I don’t think it is rare...I believe it is all planned by the Lord,” while 

giving several examples of a pure devotee.  “After Srila Prabhupada, so many opportunities came 

to meet such great devotees such as Srila Sridhar Maharaj, Govinda Maharaj, Svarupa Damodar 

Maharaj.”  

 

As the conversation progress Surottama das Prabhu stated that after the passing of Srila 

Prabhupada, his Gurudeva, “I have not found anyone who can give mercy to us.”  “But whose 

fault is that - Srila Prabhupada or yours?” Sripad Puri Maharaj asked. Surottama das Prabhu 

responded that “Srila Prabhupada gave his mercy freely though we were not qualified,” while 

Sripad Puri Maharaj stated, “we have to be ready, sincere and true to our self.”  He also stated 

that “if we are not true to our self, then we will be buffeted around.  Krishna is patient with us 

and He will wait for us to realize that we are not being sincere in our search for guidance from 

His representatives.” 

 

In closing today’s sanga, Sripad Puri Maharaj said that, “if one can see all the miseries in our life 

as Krishna’s mercy, then he will make a rapid progress in spiritual life. You have to keep faith in 

Krishna that if I am going through this, then You must have some plan for my purification.” 

 

tat te 'nukampāḿ su-samīkṣamāṇo 

bhuñjāna evātma-kṛtaḿ vipākam 

hṛd-vāg-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te 

jīveta yo mukti-pade sa dāya-bhāk 

(Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 10.14.8) 

 

“My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless mercy upon him, all 

the while patiently suffering the reactions of his past misdeeds and offering You respectful 



obeisance with his heart, words and body, is surely eligible for liberation, for it has become his 

rightful claim.” 

 

Harinam Sankirtana ki jai. 

 

All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga 

Srila Bhakti Nirmal Dev-Goswami Acharya Maharaja ki jai 

 

 

Your humble servant 

Kushum devi dasi 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

*His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada is the founder Acharya of the 

International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) 

**Lord Indra, the King of Heaven committed an offence to His Gurudev, Brajaspathi, was cursed 

to take birth as a pig on Earth. 

 

 


