
  
  
  
 
 

 Since the beginning of the Millennium                                        January 2020 

ŚRĪ ŚRĪ  PRAPANNA-JIVANAMRTAM 

by Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara  

Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

 

Verse 2.26 

 
hari-prapannanam anya-nistara-samarthyam-atmaramanam api haripada- 

prapattis ca – 

 

yat pada-samsrayah suta, munayah prasamayanah 

sadyah punanty upasprstah, svardhuny-apo 'nusevaya 

Bhagavatam, 1.1.15 

 
 

Souls surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord Hari are competent 

to deliver others, and the fully self-satisfied souls also surrender to 

the Lord's lotus feet – 

 

"The slightest association with the supremely tranquil sages 

who have surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord purify the 

people of the world; but the river Ganga purifies only those who 

bathe in it." 

 

 
Surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord Hari 

 

 

    

 
 

Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta  

Swami Prabhupada 
 

When Akrūra came to Vṛndāvana 

in search of Kṛṣṇa, he saw the 

footprints of the Lord on the dust of 

Nanda-grāma and at once fell on 

them in ecstasy of transcendental 

love. This ecstasy is possible for a 

devotee who is fully absorbed in 

incessant thoughts of Kṛṣṇa. Such a 

pure devotee of the Lord is 

naturally faultless because he is 

always associated with the 

supremely pure Personality of 

Godhead. Constant thought of the 

Lord is the antiseptic method for 

keeping oneself free from the 

infectious contamination of the 

material qualities. The pure devotee 

of the Lord is always in company 

with the Lord by thinking of Him. 

 
(Prabhupada Purport SB 3:1:32) 
 

 

https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/akrura
https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/vrndavana
https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/krsna
https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/nanda
https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/grama
https://prabhupadabooks.com/d/krsna


 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

      

“I WANT MILLIONS OF EARS” 

 

In the writings of Rupa Goswami we 

find this verse:  

tunde tandavini ratim vitanute 

tundavali-labdhaye 

karna-kroda-kadambini ghatayate 

karnarbudebhyah sprham 

cetah-prangaṇa-sangini vijayate 

sarvendriyanam krtim 

no jane janita kiyadbhir amrtaih 

krsneti varna-dvayi 

When the holy name of Krishna 

descends and captures the tongue 

and lips, it controls them so strongly 

that it engages them in chanting the 

holy name as if the lips and tongue 

have gone mad. In this way, the 

WORDS OF OUR GUARDIANS 

with such intensity that everything 

else is ignored. Rupa Goswami 

writes, “I don’t know, I can’t say, I 

fail to express how much nectar there 

is in the holy name of Krishna. These 

two syllables contain so much 

sweetness, and such a high quality of 

sweetness. And this sweetness is so 

aggressive that it captures 

everything.” This verse is found in 

the Vidagdha Madhava written by 

Srila Rupa Goswami. In his book, 

Saranagati, Srila Bhaktivinoda 

Thakur has explained the 

Namastakam, eight prayers in 

glorification of the holy name, 

written by Rupa Goswami. The 

whole thing is described there very 

beautifully. He writes, “My heart is 

just like a desert, hot with the rays of 

the sun. This is my internal mental 
condition. The desire for mortal 

things cannot satisfy me because by 

nature they are death-producing. And 

not one or two, but thousands of such 

death-producing desires have taken 

Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

from The Search For Sri Krishna - Reality The Beautiful 
 

power of the name descends in them, 

and one feels that only one tongue 

and one mouth are not enough; 

thousands of mouths are necessary to 

taste the name. Then the holy name 

of Krishna enters the ear with such a 

great force and current that the ears 

are captured, and one thinks that 

only two ears are insufficient; he 

wants millions of ears to attend to 

the sweet current entering the ears. 

Two ears are nothing to him; he 

wants millions of ears. The nectar of 

the holy name is coming like a flood 

through his ears, pushing its way 

within the heart. It is so sweet that as 

it goes to capture the heart, the center 

of all senses, everything is paralyzed. 

Wherever that sweet aggressor 

touches, the whole thing is captured 

shelter in my mind. So, my 

subconscious region is always 

burning. This is my condition. 

 

“But somehow, by the grace of the 

sadhu and guru, the holy name of 

Krishna with its infinite prospect has 

entered through the holes of my ears 

and reached the plane of my heart. 

And there, with some peculiar hope, 

with infinite, auspicious possibilities, 

it touched my heart with a new kind 

of nectar. 

 

ECSTASY OF THE NAME 

 

“New hope is aroused by that sound. 

Then by force, it comes from the 

heart towards the tongue. Not that by 

the endeavor of my tongue I am 

producing that sound - no. What 

came from the heart of a saint 

through my ear, entered my heart, 

and that forcibly appeared upon my 

tongue, and began to dance. That is 

the holy name proper. It descends 

Srila  Bhakti Rakshak 

Sridhar Deva Goswami 

Maharaj 

 

“The nectar of the 

holy name is coming 

like a flood through 

his ears, pushing its 

way within the 

heart. It is so sweet 

that as it goes to 

capture the heart, the 

center of all senses, 

everything is 

paralyzed.” 

 



     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INCONCEIVABLE 

CONVERSION 
 

There is a verse of Srila 

Bilvamangal Thakur 

which expresses the heart 

of Prakasananda 

Saraswati at this time. 

 

advaita-vithi-pathikair 

upasyah 

svananda-simhasana-

labdha-diksah 

sathena kenapi vayam 

hathena 

dasi-krta gopa-vadhu-

vitena 

(Srila Bilvamangal 

Thakur) 

 
 

DIVINE INSTRUCTION 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Srila Bhakti Sundara  

Govinda Deva Goswami 

Maharaja 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was a Brahma-jnani 

and I was always living 

within the conception of 

so’ham, ‘I am Brahma.’ 

No one could defeat me 

or convince me of 

anything. I was happily 

situated with full regard 

in the conception of 

advaita-marga, 

monism. I was the 

worshipped headmaster 

of advaita-marga as the 

guru of the sampradaya. 

I held the highest chair 

and I sat on my throne 

in great satisfaction. But 
then all of a sudden 

Krsna, the Gopa-vadhu-

lampata, cunning 

playful cowherd boy, 

attracted my mind with His 

extremely charming 

qualities, beauty, glory and 

love. By attracting my 

mind, sathena, He tricked 

me and made me His 

maidservant. Krsna is so 

merciful He has forcefully 

taken my heart and 

engaged it in the service of 

the gopis. He has not only 

made me a maidservant but 

has made me fall flat on 

the ground, my heart 

captured by His divine 

Pastimes.” 

 
This is Bilvamangal 

Thakur’s heart expression 

and Prakasananda 

Saraswati’s heart 

Srila Bhakti Sundara Govinda Deva Goswami Maharaja  
from “Revealed Truth” 

 

 

from above. It cannot be produced 

by the material form of this tongue. 

Its source is above. “And through 

an agent of the absolute it comes 

through the ear to the heart. From 

the heart it gathers some sympathy, 

then the holy name of Krishna 

forcibly appears upon the tongue, 

and begins to dance. With great 

force it comes to the end of the 

tongue, and that sweet sound begins 

its dancing.” The real effects of the 

divine name have been described 

here. If it is a living and real name, 

the voice will be choked up, there 

will be shivering in the body, and 

the legs will be unable to stand. 

Sometimes tears will flow in a 

current on the body, and one’s hairs 

will stand on end. Sometimes 

changes of color will be found in 

the body, and we will be unable to 

find any trace of the mind or 

consciousness. We may fall in a 

swoon, the whole body and mind 

will appear as if it is being attacked, 

shivering, and influenced in 

different ways. Apparently it may 

seem that so many troubles are 

created in the body and the mind, 

but the real heart is overflowing 

with a particular kind of strange, 

sweet juice.  

 

OCEAN OF NECTAR 

 

 Sometimes one thinks, “I am in an 

ocean of nectar. My whole 

existence is within an ocean of 

nectarine liquid. I am beside 

myself. I can’t understand where I 

am. Where am I? What is this? 

What is all about me? It has almost 

made me mad. Am I a madman? 

Where is my past experience, my 

seriousness, my gravity, where are 

they? What am I? “I have been 

converted wholesale by a foreign 

thing. I am a doll in the hands of a 

great force, which is also so 

affectionate to me. I can’t ascertain 

how it is possible that by my faith I 

have entered this great, unknown 

environment, unexperienced 

before. “And at last I find that I 

am captivated. My entire 

being, within and without, has 

been captured by a particular 

sweet force. I can’t help being 

prey to such a sweet power. I 

can’t give any proper 

description of this. I came to 

take shelter under Him and 

accept Him as my guardian; 

now at His hand I am being 

dealt with in such a merciless 

and despotic way. Still, I feel 

that everything is very  

pleasing, beyond my 

experience. What is this? “I 

can’t resist anymore. I am fully 

captured. Let my fate go 

anywhere. I can’t come out. I 

am a captive in the hand of a 

sweet friend; my whole 

independence is gone. There is 

no way left to me but to 

surrender. I am unable to 

describe my real position. I 

find that He’s an autocrat.”  

 



 

    

 

“You must avoid non-religion and you must also 

leave religion. You must exclusively take shelter 

at My lotus feet. If any sinful reactions come to 

you I will take care of that. Have no fear.” 

 

This is the first and main task of our spiritual 

life. If we can take shelter at the lotus feet of 

Krsna then Krsna will fully take our charge. 

Everyone generally thinks this is the supreme, 

conclusive sloka of Srimad Bhagavad-gita. But 

when Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu summarily 

rejects this sloka, we are put into a very confused 

position. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu asked 

Ramananda Ray about the ultimate goal of life 

and  step by step Ramananda Ray offered 

progressive conclusions: varnasrama-dharma, 

karma-misra-bhakti, jïana-misra-bhakti, yoga-

misra-bhakti, etc. But Mahaprabhu summarily 

rejected them all, including this celebrated verse 

of Srimad Bhagavad-gita, sarva-dharman 

parityajya. 

 
Who can explain the cause of this? Only an 

expert like Srila Guru Maharaj. I once asked 

Srila Guru Maharaj, “Why did Mahaprabhu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

expression is very similar: “Suddenly Chaitanya 

Mahaprabhu came to Kasi and attracted my 

mind. He smashed my advaita, monistic, 

conception and made me His servant.” 

 

It is greatly inconceivable to think that 

Prakasananda Saraswati was transformed by Sri 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in this way, but already it 

has happened. Prakasananda Saraswati held the 

lotus feet of Mahaprabhu and apologized, “I 

have made much offence to You. What You are 

doing is the actual need of everyone. Please give 

Your Hari-Nama to me.” In this way 

Prakasananda Saraswati re-took diksa, initiation, 

from Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

 

Through this example we can understand that it 

is not necessary to read the Vedanta or the Vedas 

or anything, and that it is not necessary to 

imagine or focus on anything external. In kali-

yuga it is only necessary to chant Hare Krsna 

without offence under the guidance of our 

Gurudev. The proper and best ideal for everyone 

is to follow the order given by our Gurudev. We 

may not know how much we will be able to do 

that but with our full energy, heart and soul we 

must try. If we can proceed in that way without 

offence a good result will come to us. There is no 

doubt.  

 

SERVICE BEYOND SURRENDER 

 

In His famous conversation with Ramananda 

Ray in Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta Sri Chaitanya 

Mahaprabhu rejected the famous sloka from 

Srimad Bhagavad-gita, sarva-dharman 

parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja (Srimad 

Bhagavad-gita: 18.66). In Srimad Bhagavad-gita 

Krsna explained to Arjuna many things on the 

battlefield of Kuruksetra. For our benefit He 

explained karma-yoga, jïana-yoga, abhyasa-

yoga, bhakti-yoga, etc. Finally at the conclusion 

of Srimad Bhagavad-gita Krsna said, 

 

sarva-dharman parityajya  

mam ekam saranam vraja 

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo  

moksayisyami ma suchah 

(Srimad Bhagavad-gita: 18.66) 

 

 

summarily reject this sloka?”  

 

Srila Guru Maharaj explained, “This verse 

advises one to take shelter at the lotus feet of 

Krsna. Up to this point it is very nice advice, but 

what will one do once having surrendered at 

Krsna’s lotus feet? That is not explained in this 

sloka. Mahaprabhu taught exclusive devotion 

surrendered life with service but in this verse of 

Srimad Bhagavad-gita there is no explanation of 

how to lead a life of service. For that reason  

Mahaprabhu rejected it.” 

 

 
Complete Surrender to Krishna –  

Vastraharan of Draupadi 
 

 
  



  

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 
 

 
Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja  

from “Guidance” – Volume 1 
 

A Lesson on Surrender: Body, Mind, and Words 

10 October 2010  

The other day I spoke about surrender… To surrender is a problem: 

you know that devotion comes from devotion.  

Even Śrīla Sanātan Goswāmī’s mind was a little disturbed: he came 

to Purī and wanted to commit suicide. Even Sanātan Goswāmī himself 

wanted to commit suicide! Do you know about that? You must learn 

something from this.  

 

When Mahāprabhu got to know that Sanātan Goswāmī wanted to do 

that, He chastised him, “Have you gone mad? What has come over 

you?  

dīkṣā-kāle bhakta kare ātma-samarpaṇa 

sei-kāle kṛṣṇa tāre kare ātma-sama 

“At the time of initiation, when a devotee 

fully surrenders to the Lord, Kṛṣṇa 

accepts them as His very own.”  

(Śrī Chaitanya-charitāmṛta, Antya-līlā, 

4.192)  

“You have come to Me and already 

surrendered to Me, that means you have given 

everything to Me. How can you even think now 

that you want to spoil your body?”  

 

Sometimes we follow our mind, we think we 

will do this, we will do that—our mind is 

always telling us something. Sometimes 

Gurudev also said: “You have already packed 

your luggage and, ready to leave, you come to 

me, ‘Oh, Gurudev, I want to go to this place. 

Can you give me permission?’ but you have 

already decided everything and packed your 

things! If I say no, then you will be angry, 

maybe you will not follow me, or maybe you 

will leave without my permission. Then it is 

better if I say, ‘OK, you can go there.’”  

 

Another time, Gurudev did not want to let a 

devotee go to some place, but that devotee again 

came with all his luggage and asked, “Gurudev, 

can you give me permission? I want to go to this 

place…” Gurudev saw that he had already 

packed everything, he thought, “How is it 

possible?” and said, “OK, you can go, but come 

back quickly.”  

 

Actually, Sanātan Goswāmī said to 

Mahāprabhu, “Prabhu, my body is useless. This 

skin disease came, and so many things have 

happened to my body. This body cannot be used 

for the service to the Lord, the Vaiṣṇavs, then 

what is this body for? It is useless! That is why I 

want to commit suicide.”  

 

To be continued in Feb. 2020 issue… 

 

 
 

Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja 
 

Sanātan Goswāmī said to 

Mahāprabhu, “Prabhu, my body is 

useless. This skin disease came, 

and so many things have happened 

to my body. This body cannot be 

used for the service to the Lord, the 

Vaiṣṇavs, then what is this body 

for? 

 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VAISNAVA CALENDAR for New York, New Jersey Area  

January 2020 

1.   (Wed) Gaura Saptami. New Year's Day.  

6.   (Mon) Gaura Ekadashi. Putrada Ekadashi. Fast. Appearance of Srila Jagadish Pandit.  

7.   (Tue) Gaura Dvadashi. Paran between 07:28 and 10:31.  

10.   (Fri) Purnima. Pushyabhisheka Yatra of Sri Krishna. Disappearance of Sripad Bhakti Sharan 

Vaisnava Maharaj.  

Madhava 

13.   (Mon) Krishna Tritiya. Sriman Mahaprabhu leaves Nabadwip in the night to go to Katwa to 

take sannyas. Disappearance of Srila Ramachandra Kaviraj. Appearance of Srila Gopal Bhatta 

Goswami Prabhu.  

14.   (Tue) Krishna Chaturthi. Disappearance of Sripad Yadavendu Bhakti Chandan.  

15.   (Wed) Krishna Shashthi. Remembrance of Sriman Mahaprabhu's sannyas-lila. 

Disappearance of Srila Jayadev Goswami.  

16.   (Thu) Krishna Saptami. Disappearance of Srila Jayadev Goswami.  

18.   (Sat) Krishna Navami. Disappearance of Srila Lochan Das Thakur.  

20.   (Mon) Krishna Ekadashi. Shat-tila Ekadashi. Fast.  

21.   (Tue) Krishna Dvadashi. Paran between 07:24 and 10:33.  

25.   (Sat) Gaura Pratipad. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Gaurava Vaikhanas 

Maharaj. Disappearance of Sri Haripada Chaudhuri Das Adhikari.  

26.   (Sun) Gaura Dvitiya. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Sharan Shanta 

Maharaj.  

29.   (Wed) Gaura Panchami. Appearance of Srila Bhakti Pavan Janardan Maharaj.  

30.   (Thu) Gaura Shashthi. Sri Krishna Vasanta Panchami. Sri Saraswati Puja. Disappearance 

of Srila Visvanath Chakravarti Thakur. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Viveka 

Bharati Maharaj. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Svarup Parvat Maharaj. 

Appearance of Srila Raghunath Das Goswami. Appearance of Sri Vishnu Priya Devi. 
Appearance of Srila Pundarik Vidyanidhi. Appearance of Srila Raghu Nandan Thakur.  

 

MBC TV 

Mahaprabhu Broadcasting Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-8udyHuxpkFyoqyV9CsraA 

Please Join Sri Mahanet Mailing list 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mahanet/join 

 

http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_NewYear.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_JagadishPandit.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_Mahaprabhu_Sannyaslila.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_Mahaprabhu_Sannyaslila.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_GopalBhattaGoswami.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_GopalBhattaGoswami.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_YadavenduBhaktiChandan.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_Mahaprabhu_Sannyaslila.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_JayadevGoswami.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_JayadevGoswami.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/01_LochanDasThakur.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/02_VasantaPanchami.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/02_ParvatMaharaj.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/10_RaghunathDas-RaghunathBhatta-Disap.html

