
  
  
  
 
 

 Since the beginning of the Millennium                                        September, 2020 

ŚRĪ ŚRĪ  PRAPANNA-JIVANAMRTAM 

by Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara  

Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

 

Verse 3.1 

 
 krsna-karsnaga-sad-bhakti-,  

prapannatvanukulake          

krtyatva-niscayas-canu-,  

kulya-sankalpa ucyate 

 

 
 

Everything should be done that encourages the service of Sri Krsna and His 

devotee, and whatever is conducive to the state of exclusive surrender must be 

executed: such a firm conviction is called anukulyasya-sankalpah - 

Acceptance of the Favorable. 

 

 

 
Service of Sri Krsna and His Devotee 

    

 
 

Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta  

Swami Prabhupada 
 

 

Mahārāja Yudhiṣṭhira was the 

emblem of religion. When he was 

ruling his kingdom with the help of 

Lord Kṛṣṇa and Arjuna, the 

opulence of his kingdom surpassed 

all imaginations of the opulence of 

the kingdom of heaven. His actual 

arms were Lord Kṛṣṇa and Arjuna, 

and thus he surpassed everyone’s 

opulence. Duryodhana, being 

envious of this opulence, planned 

so many schemes to put Mahārāja 

Yudhiṣṭhira into difficulty, and at 

last the Battle of Kurukṣetra was 

brought about. After the Battle of 

Kurukṣetra, Mahārāja Yudhiṣṭhira 

was again able to rule his legitimate 

kingdom, and he reinstated the 

principles of honor and respect for 

religion. That is the beauty of a 

kingdom ruled by a pious king like 

Mahārāja Yudhiṣṭhira. 

 

(Prabhupada’s Purport  

Srimad Bhagavatam 3:1:36) 
 

 



 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

      

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.3.21) 

similarly advises: 

 

tasmad gurum prapadyeta jijnasuh 

sreyah uttamam sabde pare ca 

nisnatam brahmany upasamasrayam 

 

 "One seriously inquisitive to search 

for his highest prospect should take 

complete shelter of a guru who has 

deep realizations of the Supreme 

Lord and the inner meaning of the 

scriptures. Such spiritual masters 

have left aside all relative 

considerations in favor of the 

supreme absolute consideration." We 

should be very attentive to these 

things. We should try to understand 

through self-searching whether we 

are really approaching divinity 

WORDS OF OUR GUARDIANS 

possible we shall apply our reason. 

When I first came to the mission, I 

thought, "The transcendental truths 

that I hear from these devotees do 

not come within the clutches of 

worldly intelligence, but still, when I 

want to throw myself into that 

association, I shall use my reason 

and intellect as far as possible, 

understanding that I am going to 

jump into something which will be 

beyond my control, beyond my 

calculation." So we must carefully 

understand what sraddha is, with 

guidance from saints, scriptures, and 

gurus. Of course, even if we are 

going the right way, it is never 

certain that the path will be free from 

obstacles. Even if we are making 

progress, unexpected hindrances may 

trouble us and delay our  

advancement. Though we see many 

around us falling or retreating, we 

must go forward. We should have 

the conviction to think that although 

many began with us on the path and 

Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

from The Loving Search for the Lost Servant 
 

through faith. We must also see to it 

that our faith is real. Proper faith and 

credulity are not the same. Whether 

one is a bona fide searcher with real 

faith or one whose faith is 

adulterated must be considered. And 

there are symptoms of real faith. We 

have to consult higher authorities to 

guide us, because faith is a most 

important thing. If we are searching 

for truth, we are dissatisfied with our 

present acquisition. We are taking a 

risk to jump into a higher prospect. 

We must therefore take guidance 

carefully. We must be attentive as far 

as possible. We are told that our 

present reason is not sufficient to 

help us; that more than reason, 

sraddha is needed, and sraddha also 

has its symptoms. Still, as far as 

are now going back, we shall have to 

go on. We shall have to strengthen 

our energy and go forward alone if 

necessary. Our faith should be so 

strong that we have the conviction to 

go on alone if necessary and by the 

grace of our Lord cross whatever 

difficulties we find on our way. In 

this way we must make ourselves fit. 

We must develop exclusive 

devotion. Of course, we shall always 

try to find good association. Yet 

sometimes it may seem that there is 

no association, that we are alone. 

Still, we must go on and search out 

the beacon light of the truth. 

Progress means eliminating one 

thing and accepting another. Yet we 

should be able to see that there are so 

many others who can help us in our 

progress in the line of dedication; we 

must go forward with our eyes open. 

And the scriptures describe many 

levels that we shall have to cross 

beyond in our progress. By 

elimination, the path of progress is 

Srila  Bhakti Rakshak 

Sridhar Deva Goswami 

Maharaj 

 

“Progress means 

eliminating one 

thing and accepting 

another. Yet we 

should be able to see 

that there are so 

many others who 

can help us in our 

progress in the line 

of dedication; we 

must go forward 

with our eyes open." 

 



     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYING FOR THE 

VAISNAVAS TO 

REVEAL 

THEMSELVES 

 

It is very essential to 

follow a pure Vaisnava 

and happily try to 

practise Krsna 

consciousness under his 

guidance. But through 

our mundane knowledge 

we cannot understand 

who is a Vaisnava and 

who is not. So we must 

pray to Krsna, pray to 

Nityananda Prabhu, “I do 

not know who my Guru 

is, I do not know who the 

Vaisnavas are; please 

reveal them to me. Please 

DIVINE INSTRUCTION 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Srila Bhakti Sundara  

Govinda Deva Goswami 

Maharaja 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

give me the association 

of a proper Guru and 

proper Vaisnavas.”  

 

Srila Bhaktivinod 

Thakur gave us very 

important advice about 

the position of the 

Vaisnava in one of his 

songs. He explained 

how to recognise the 

Vaisnava and receive 

his mercy. 

 

ami to’ durbhaga ati 

vaisnava na chini 

more krpa karibena 
vaisnava apani 

(Kalyana-kalpa-taru: 

Mangalacharana, 6) 

 

“I am so unfortunate, 

unqualified and 

insignificant—I do not 

have the quality or 

qualifications to judge a 

Vaisnava or great Guru; I 

do not alone have the 

capacity to discover who is 

a Vaisnava and who is not. 

This is a very difficult 

situation for me. But it is 

my hope and feeling that 

the Vaisnavas are so 

merciful; that they are 

oceans of mercy (krpa-

sindhubhya eva cha) and 

that they can give proper 

consciousness to me about 

who is a Vaisnava and who 

is not—that they can reveal 

themselves to me. If the  

Srila Bhakti Sundara Govinda Deva Goswami Maharaja  
from “Revealed Truth” 

 

 

shown from Brahma to Siva to 

Laksmi. At last Uddhava is shown 

to be superior to all. But it is his 

opinion that the gopis are the 

highest devotees. This is confirmed 

by Rupa Goswami: 

 

karmibhyah parito hareh priyataya 

vyaktim yayur jnaninas tebhyo 

jnana-vimukta-bhakti-paramah 

premaika-nisthas tatah tebhyas tah 

pasu-pala-pankaja-drsas tabhyo 'pi 

sa radhika prestha tadvad iyam 

tadiya-sarasi tam nasrayet kah krti 

Sri Upadesamrta (10) 

 

 "There are those in the world who 

regulate their tendency for 

exploitation in accordance with the 

scriptural rules and thereby seek 

gradual elevation to the spiritual 

domain. However, superior to them 

are those wise men who, having 

given up the tendency to lord over 

others, attempt to dive deep into the 

realm of consciousness. But far 

superior to them are the pure 

devotees who are free from any 

mundane ambitions and are 

liberated from knowledge, not by 

knowledge, having achieved divine 

love. They have gained entrance 

into the land of dedication and are 

engaged there spontaneously in the 

Lord's loving service. Among all 

devotees, however, the gopis are 

the highest, for they have forsaken 

everyone, including their families, 

and everything, including the 

strictures of the Vedas, and have 

taken complete shelter at the lotus 

feet of Krsna, accepting Him as 

their only protection. But among 

all the gopis, Srimati Radharani 

reigns supreme. For Krsna left the 

company of millions of gopis 

during the rasa dance to search for 

Her alone. She is so dear to Sri 

Krsna that the pond in which She 

bathes is His very favorite place. 

Who but a madman would not 

aspire to render service, under the 

shelter of superior devotees, in that 

most exalted of all holy places?" 

Go Deeper, Go Higher 

  

In His talks with Ramananda 

Raya, Sri Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu repeatedly says, 

eho bahya, age kaha ara. Go 

further, go deeper, go higher!  

 

There are so many who 

consider their position to be the 

highest, who, achieving a 

particular stage, stop there. But 

we find in Sanatana Goswami's 

Brhad-Bhagavatamrtam how 

Gopa-kumara, beginning from 

the lowest stage of devotion, 

gradually makes progress 

through different levels, and at 

last comes to the Krsna 

conception in the mellow of 

friendship - sakhya rasa. There 

it is described how he 

gradually eliminates one stage 

and makes further progress to 

the highest stages of devotion.  



 

    

 

We must scrutinize what we are doing from 

morning to evening every day in this way, and 

make an account of that. It is necessary for us to 

realize how much good and bad was present 

within us in our previous days, and also realize 

that whatever others are doing and whatever 

others will do, that is not such an important 

matter for our own selves. The biggest question 

for us must be what we are doing and what we 

are giving. If we can analyze ourselves in this 

way with a saltamami every day then we will 

become more perfect. 
 

It is necessary for us to realize that we will get 

proper results in our spiritual life if we perfectly 

try to do our practice. It is no doubt difficult but 

there is no other way to get out of the illusory 

environment, so we must try as much as possible 

by us. It is necessary to see what is happening in 

our own lives; if we are not careful about our 

own activity then we will be cheated. 

 

uttistha jagrata prapya varan nibodhata 

ksurasya dhara nisita duratyaya 

durgam pathas tat kavayo vadanti 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

door of my good fortune will open, the real 

Vaisnava will be merciful to me and I will be 

able to understand his position. So if I am a good 

boy, a good man, and I am humble, tolerant and I 

give honor to others, then I will automatically 

attract the real Vaisnava and receive his mercy 

and blessings. If I proceed with humility, 

tolerance and give honor to everyone then I will 

automatically honor the real Vaisnava and He 

will choose me to be a servitor of the Vaisnavas. 

So through the quality of my own practice and 

service I can attract the vision of the real 

Vaisnava and receive his mercy, affection and 

service connection.” 

 

SELF-ANALYSIS, SELF-KNOWLEDGE AND 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

The question of how to recognize who is a 

Vaisnava is a very important question and it is 

actually everyone’s question. Here we find the 

answer in Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur’s song and it 

shows us that self-realization is the best for us. If 

I want to be a Vaisnava and associate with real 

Vaisnavas then I must ask myself, “Am I really a 

Vaisnava or not? And am I actually capable of 

associating with Vaisnavas?” This type of 

unalloyed thinking and self-examination is the 

best thing for us.  

 

Atmanam viddhi, it is necessary to know your 

own self, to understand whether what you are 

doing, what you are eating and what you are 

giving are really for the satisfaction of Guru and 

Vaisnava. This type of self-knowledge and self-

realization is best for us and with that we will be 

promoted. 

 

If we are fully dedicated to the Lord then help 

will come to us from His side. So we must 

examine our own level of dedication. There is an 

Urdu or Arabian word ‘saltamami’ which means 

a calculated account of a year’s debit and credit 

transactions. We must make a saltamami of our 

own life: “Every day the Sun rises and the Sun 

sets; what am I doing and giving each day during 

that time? Day by day, is my practicing life 

increasing or decreasing? Am I dedicated 

externally or internally?”  

 

 

(Katha Upanisad: 1.3.14) 

 

We must awaken, arise and practice our own 

spiritual life, even if the path may seem like a 

razor’s edge. Durgam pathas means that our 

spiritual path may not be very easy to pass  

through and may even seem to be impassable. 

But we have no other alternative, so we must try 

and proceed. 

 

REVITALISING ASSOCIATION 

 

Question: Sometimes we get a little bit 

discouraged for one reason or another in our 

spiritual life. How can we best keep our 

enthusiasm strong? 

 

Srila Govinda Maharaj: We must always 

follow the directions of Sriman Mahaprabhu, 

then our feelings will be enriched with humility, 

tolerance and giving honor to others and more 

and more our searching spirit will increase inside 

us. It is necessary to develop within ourselves 

the qualities and qualifications for association 

with sadhus.  



  

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 
 

 
Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja  

from “Guidance” – Volume 1 
 

Śrīla Gaura Kiśor Dās Bābājī Mahārāj 

 

17 November 2010 

 

  

Continued from August 2020…. 

 

When Gaura Kiśor Dās Bābājī expired—today is the day when it 

happened—there was a big story on that day. All smārta bābājīs, 

goswāmīs of Nabadwīp wanted to take the body of Bābājī Mahārāj, and 

they started fighting. When Prabhupād Bhakti Siddhānta Saraswatī 

Ṭhākur heard what had happened, he came there with Kuñja Bābu, his 

disciple. He saw that many people were fighting over the body and the 

police were already there, but they could not decide who should take 

the body. Everybody claimed it was their Guru.  

 

Prabhupād said, “They are saying they are disciples of Bābājī Mahārāj, 

but actually none of them is his disciple! When 

he was alive, no one cared, and now everybody 

is saying, ‘He is my Guru.’ They are all liars! 

They are dressed as sādhus, but none of them 

are sādhus. I am a naistik brahmachārī (a life-

long strict brahmachārī), no one can tell a lie in 

front of me. There are many bābājīs, but they 

are all doing strī-saṅga (have ladies’ 

association). Let those who have not associated 

with a girl for the past six months raise their 

hands.”  

Some of them left.  

“Let those who have not associated with a lady 

for the past three months raise their hands.” 

Some left. 

 “One month.” More left. 

 “Who has not done strī-saṅga for the last three 

days?” (There are eight types of strī-saṅga, it 

can be also thinking of a woman, etc.)  

 

Then all of them went away. A policeman who 

was there asked Prabhupād, “How would you 

know it if they had said they had not done any 

strī-saṅga?”  

“I said I was a naistik brahmachārī—none can 

tell a lie in front of me.”  

 

Prabhupād took the body of Bābājī Mahārāj and 

made his samādhi. 

 

Bhakti Vinod Ṭhākur sent Prabhupād (his 

previous name was Bimala Prasād) to take 

initiation from Bābājī Mahārāj. At that time he 

did not know so much—he knew his father was 

a big personality, a district magistrate. When he 

came to see Bābājī Mahārāj, Bābājī Mahārāj 

said to him, “Get out! I want you to get out!” 

Prabhupād was surprised, “A boy comes for 

initiation and Gurudev says, ‘Get out!’ What is 

this?” He came back to his father and said that 

Bābājī Mahārāj had told him to get out. 

 

 

Continued in October 2020…. 

 
 

Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja 
 

 

“Let those who have not associated 

with a lady for the past three 

months raise their hands.” 
 

 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VAISNAVA CALENDAR for New York – New Jersey Area  

September 2020 

 

1  (Tue) Gaura Chaturdashi. Disappearance of Srila Haridas Thakur.  

2  (Wed) Purnima. Vishvarup Mahotsav . End of month-long festival at Nabadwip, Sri 

Chaitanya Saraswat Math.  

PADMANABHA(1ST HALF) 

4  (Fri) Krishna Dvitiya. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Vilas Tirtha 

Maharaj.  

13  (Sun) Krishna Ekadashi. Indira Ekadashi (in New York). Fast.  

14  (Mon) Krishna Dvadashi. Paran between 06:36 and 10:46.  

PURUSHOTTAM 

27  (Sun) Gaura Ekadashi. Padmini Ekadashi (in New York). Fast.  

28  (Mon) Gaura Dvadashi. Paran between 06:50 and 10:47. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

MBC TV 

Mahaprabhu Broadcasting Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-8udyHuxpkFyoqyV9CsraA 

 

Please Join Sri Mahanet Mailing list 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mahanet/join 

http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/09_Haridas_Thakur-disap.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/09_VisvarupMahotsav.html

