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ŚRĪ ŚRĪ  PRAPANNA-JIVANAMRTAM 

by Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara  

Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

 

Verse 3.3 

 
 tatra sampatti-catustayam paramanukulam  --  

       

trnad api sunicena,  

taror api sahisnuna          

amanina manadena,  

kirtaniyah sada harih  

 
Sri Sri Bhagavatas Caitanyacandrasya 

 
 

These four jewels are accepted as the greatest treasure favorable to the 

performance of  Hari-kirtana     

 

 "One who knows himself more insignificant than a blade of grass, who is as 

forbearing as a tree, and who gives due honor to others without desiring it for 

himself, is qualified to sing the glories of Lord Hari constantly."  

 

- the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra 

 

 
Harinama Sankirtana     

    

 
 

Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta  

Swami Prabhupada 
 

 

The Bhagavad-gita is the 

preliminary study of the 

transcendental science of Krishna 

consciousness, and it is the duty of 

all responsible heads of state to 

chalk out their economic and other 

programs by referring to the 

Bhagavad-gita. We are not meant 

to solve economic questions of life 

by balancing on a tottering 

platform; rather, we are meant to 

solve the ultimate problems of life 

which arise due to the laws of 

nature. Civilization is static unless 

there is spiritual movement. The 

soul moves the body, and the living 

body moves the world. We are 

concerned about the body, but we 

have no knowledge of the spirit that 

is moving that body. Without the 

spirit, the body is motionless, or 

dead. 

 
The Science of Self-Realization 

Srila Prabhupada 

 



 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

      

The Environment 

  

"We must try to look deeper and then 

we will find our friend; if we are 

liberal in our attitude towards the 

environment, we cannot but come in 

connection with the plane which is 

really liberal. Prahlada saw that 

Krsna is everywhere. And Krsna 

consciousness is  commanding the 

whole. So we must not allow 

ourselves to be discouraged under 

any circumstances, however acute 

they may apparently seem to us. 

Krsna is there. If only we can 

develop the right vision, the smiling 

face of the Lord will appear from 

behind the screen. Krsna is beautiful, 

and He is eagerly awaiting to accept 

our services." 

WORDS OF OUR GUARDIANS 

self-interest." We must be totally 

free of all upadhis. And Rupa  "Pure 

devotional service is the favorable 

cultivation of Krsna consciousness 

free from all traces of ulterior 

motives, such as karma, self-

promoting activities, jnana, mental 

achievement, and so on." Bhakti, 

devotion, must be free from any 

fleeting desires (anyabhilasa), such 

as karma - the organized attempt for 

self-elevation - and jnana, the 

attempt to depend on our own 

ability, knowledge, and 

consciousness to reach the ultimate 

goal. To attempt to put one's own 

self as the subject, to become the 

judge of one's own fate - that is 

jnana. Here adi means yoga and 

other external things. These are all 

over coatings (avrtam). In the soul 

proper, however, these elements are 

not found. The soul is an eternal 

slave of Krsna (krsna-nitya-dasa). 

Mahaprabhu said: Jivera 'svarupa' 

haya - krsnera 'nitya-dasa':  "Slavery 

Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

from The Loving Search for the Lost Servant 
 

Devotion to Krsna means sacrifice - 

"die to live." By devotion to Krsna, 

our whole conception of mundane, 

self-centered, self interested life will 

be finished totally. 

 

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam  

tat paratvena nirmalam  

hrsikena hrsikesa  

sevanam bhaktir ucyate  

 

Narada Pancaratra 

 

"Pure devotion is service to the 

Supreme Lord which is free from all 

relative conceptions of self-interest." 

In his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Srila 

Rupa Goswami quotes this verse 

from the ancient Puranas. Upadhi 

means "all relative conceptions of 

to Krsna is the innate nature of the 

jiva soul." In order to realize the 

absolute, we must come to the 

standard of slavery; it will take 

nothing less than that. We must 

submit ourselves as slaves to the play 

of His sweet will. Once, the British 

government had to entertain the 

Persian Shah, the king of Persia. 

They invited him to England and 

tried to please him in various ways to 

gain his sympathy so that he would 

not be converted to the side of the 

Russian Czar. They showed him 

many things, and at one point, he 

was taken to the place where men 

condemned to capital punishment 

were beheaded. There the Shah was 

shown the place of execution. They 

explained to him how that was the 

place where so many great men, 

including even one king, Charles the 

First, had been beheaded. When that 

place was shown to the King of 

Persia, he asked, "Oh, bring someone 

there and behead him! Let me enjoy 

Srila  Bhakti Rakshak 

Sridhar Deva Goswami 

Maharaj 

 

“Pure devotion is 

service to the 

Supreme Lord which 

is free from all 

relative conceptions 

of self-interest." 

 



     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REALISATION, 

EXAMINATION AND 

PRAYER 

 

Question: How do we 

know what is good 

association for ourselves 

in our devotional life? 

How do we know who 

we should associate 

with? How can we 

differentiate and 

recognize good 

association? 

 

Srila Govinda Maharaj: 

This is a very good 

question and this is a 

difficulty for everyone. 

But we must consider 

that we have some 

DIVINE INSTRUCTION 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Srila Bhakti Sundara  

Govinda Deva Goswami 
Maharaja 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

realization and that that 

realization has some 

power. Through that we 

will try to understand 

what will be good for us 

and whose association 

will be beneficial for us. 

First we will try to 

know about someone, 

“Does he have affection 

for me or not? Does he 

have love for me or not? 

Does he consider what 

will be good for me or 

not?” And, “Is he sober 

in his relations with 

everyone else or not?” 

In this way we will try 

to understand something 

about someone from our 

side. 

 

But at the same time we 

will pray to our Lord, 

“Give me good 

association. I have no 

capacity to discover who 

will be very good 

association in my life.” It 

is necessary to both pray to 

the Lord and have some 
realization from within our 

own self. In this way, from 

both sides, we will try to 

recognize good 

association. Also, in 

another way, if you have 

full faith in someone, you 

can ask him directly, “Is 

this person good  

association for me or not? 

Is that person good 

Srila Bhakti Sundara Govinda Deva Goswami Maharaja  
from “Revealed Truth” 

 

 

how it was done." They were 

astonished. "What is he saying! For 

his pleasure, we shall have to 

murder a man? No," they said. "We 

cannot allow this; British law 

cannot allow that a man can be 

beheaded like this." The Shah said, 

"Oh, you do not understand the 

position of a king? I am a Persian 

king, and for my satisfaction you 

cannot sacrifice a human life? This 

is dishonor. Anyhow, if it is not 

possible for you, I will supply one 

of my own men. Take one of my 

attendants and show me how you 

execute people here in your 

country." 

 

With humility, they submitted to 

him, "Your Highness, the law of our 

country cannot allow this. You may 

do it in your own country, but here, 

your men also cannot be murdered 

simply for the pleasure of a man." 

The Shah replied, "Then you do not 

know what a king is!" This is the 

meaning of slavery: A slave has no 

position; by the sweet will of his 

master he may be sacrificed. Of 

course, in the lower material plane 

such things may be quite 

abominable and unthinkable, but 

we should understand that in the 

higher realm of divinity, in 

principle, such a degree of sacrifice 

is shown by the servants of the 

Lord. The depth of their love is 

such that they are prepared to 

sacrifice themselves wholesale, to 

die to live, for Krsna's slightest 

satisfaction or whim. But we 

should remember that whatever is 

His pleasure, He is the absolute 

good. So by such sacrifice we do 

not actually die, but live by gaining 

entrance into a higher plane of 

dedication.  

 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.5.23-24) 

it is written: 

 

sravanam kirtanam visnoh 

smaranam pada-sevanam 

 arcanam vandanam dasyam 

sakhyam atma-nivedanam 

 

iti pumsarpita visnau  

bhaktis cen nava-laksana 

kriyeta bhagavaty addha 

 tan manye 'dhitam uttamam 

 

 "Hearing, speaking about, and 

remembering Krsna, serving 

His lotus feet, worshiping His 

Deity form, praying, becoming 

His servant, cultivating His 

friendship, and surrendering to 

Him utterly are the nine 

processes of devotion. One 

who cultivates these nine 

processes of devotion, offering 

himself completely to Krsna, 

can easily attain the ultimate 

goal of life." What are the 

forms of sadhana? What are 

the means to attain krsna-

bhakti? How can we revive our 

innate love for Krsna? We are 

told to hear about Him, to talk 

about Him, to meditate upon 

Him, to praise Him, and so on.  



 

    

 

very important, sweet and suitable for 

conditioned souls, nirmatsaranam satam. This 

expression gives light to everyone, “Be pure and 

free from enviousness. Appreciate others.” This 

advice does not mean we should become pure 

like alloyed steel but that we should become pure 

like gold. If we can make ourselves into 

generous, non-envious persons then we will 

become pure like gold. 

 

In this material world everything is moving up 

and down, up and down. Everything is always 

shifting its position. Someone is becoming rich, 

someone is becoming poor; someone is 

becoming wise, someone is becoming foolish. 

Everything, everywhere, is continuing to move 

up and down in this world, but we must try to 

isolate ourselves from that and avoid being 

envious of anyone. How it will be possible we 

may not be able to understand, but we still must 

try and there is no other way to proceed in our 

spiritual life. 
 

We will be able to harmonies everything when 

we truly take shelter at Krsna’s lotus feet. Krsna 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

association for me or not?”  

 

Then from him you will also get some help. 

These are the general guidelines.  

 

Devotee: Maharaj, there was one thing I also 

read where Srila Guru Maharaj said something I 

think is very similar to what you are saying. Srila 

Guru Maharaj said, “My relationship with 

something or someone will be seen by that 

person or thing’s relationship with the Centre 

and the Centre’s relationship with that thing or 

person. That is, if my Gurudev has much 

affection for that person and that person has 

much affection for my Gurudev, then I will also 

think that person is good association for me.” 

 

Srila Govinda Maharaj: A little difficulty will 

come from that idea when someone wants not 

temporary but permanent association. Based on 

that idea someone’s choice will not be perfect. 

Sometimes through illusion we are misguided 

and we need to take advice from some 

affectionate and wise friend. He may be Guru, or 

he may be a Vaisnava, but he must be a neutral 

personality and he must have pure Vaisnava 
quality; that is, he must not be envious and he 

must be always trying to help others. He must 

not be trying to misguide others or pursuing his 

own personal interests. A personality of that type 

will be most helpful for us. 

 

If we have full faith in Guru we can ask Guru 

directly, “Will this be good for me or not?” If the 

Guru has a good idea about that, then that is very 

good. But we are not always in the association of 

Guru, so we also will try to realize and 

understand what will be good and what will be 

bad for us. In this way, so many are misguided, 

and in this way also, so many are so much 

benefited. 

 

NON-ENVIOUSNESS AND PROGRESSIVE 

RESOLVE 

 

The danger and main obstacle on our spiritual 

path is enviousness. Envy is very bad. I always 

see this, feel this and am disturbed by it also. 

What shall I do? In the second sloka of Srimad-

Bhagavatam there is a short expression that is 

 

is Reality the Beautiful and with His connection 

we have the chance to feel the full form of His 

quality and beauty. So when we ourselves have 

the opportunity to get everything through our 

connection with the Lord, then we do not need to 

be envious of anyone else. 

 

Srila Guru Maharaj trained me from my 

childhood, “Serve the Vaisnavas without 

enviousness.” If we see a devotee doing our own 

job better than us then we must consider that 

they are doing much good for us. We should not 

be envious of him. When a devotee is doing so 

much that I cannot do, I am praising him for that, 

I am not criticizing him. 

 

But we know that whenever anyone does 

something there must be something right and 

something wrong in their action. No one has full 

knowledge or is completely wise. Srila Guru 

Maharaj used the phrase, “to err is human” in 

one of his articles. All the Vaisnavas want to be 

right; they want to do things right and they try 

heart and soul. So we should always consider 

their service efforts. This is necessary for our 

society. 
 



  

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 
 

 
Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja  

from “Guidance” – Volume 1 
 

Śrīla Gaura Kiśor Dās Bābājī Mahārāj 

 

17 November 2010 

 

  

Continued from October 2020 issue…. 

 

Your mother dies, your father dies… but who is a brahmachārī’s 

mother? A brahmachārī’s father and mother is Lord Kṛṣṇa. “Kṛṣṇa 

mātā, Kṛṣṇa pitā”—we are saying this, but at the same time we hear 

such things as, “Oh, that brahmachārī’s father died, his mother died.” 

What news is that?  

 

Does a brahmachārī have a  father, a mother? A brahmachārī’s only 

father and mother is Kṛṣṇa. “Kṛṣṇa mātā, Kṛṣṇa pitā, Kṛṣṇa dhana 

prāṇa”: Kṛṣṇa is your parent, Kṛṣṇa is your father, Kṛṣṇa is your 

mother. Your other “mother/father” are false. (These are not my 

words—it is said so in the scriptures.) 

 

Gurudev often told me, “Always be careful.” 

 

In front of Gurudev’s veranda there is Śrīla 

Śrīdhar Mahārāj’s well and pump, and one time 

Gurudev saw me walking there and almost 

slipping. Gurudev said, “Be careful! You are 

a brahmachārī, and the brahmachārī life is very 

slippery! Any time you can fall down.” Gurudev 

always gave examples. 

 

Another example Gurudev gave was about iron 

and magnet. If you are always together with a 

girl, always talking, talking, talking, it is like 

iron and magnet—attraction is inevitable. Also, 

if there is a fire and some dry straw, the fire will 

be attracted to the straw—the fire is here and the 

straw is there, they are far from each other, but 

before you know it you will see the fire has 

already gone there. Do you understand? Be 

careful. 

 

māyāre kariyā jaya chhāḍāna nā yāya, sādhu-

guru-kṛpā vinā nā dekhi upāya 

 

“It is not possible to conquer māyā by illusory 

environment (by engaging in māyā), but it is 

only possible to get relief by the mercy of Guru, 

Vaiṣṇav.” 

 

 

 
Sri Gurudev’s Kripa 

 
 

Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja 
 

“What is our saddest day? What is 

a sorrowful day?”—”It is bhakta-

viraha, separation from a devotee.” 

 
 

 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VAISNAVA CALENDAR for New York and New Jersey Area  

November 2020 
DAMODAR 

3  (Tue) Krishna Tritiya. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Srirup Puri Maharaj.  

5  (Thu) Krishna Panchami. Disappearance of Srila Narottam Das Thakur.  

6  (Fri) Krishna Shashthi. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Vichar Jajavar Maharaj.  

8  (Sun) Krishna Ashtami. Bahulashtami. Manifestation day of Sri Radha Kunda. Sannyas day of Srila Bhakti Sundar 

Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj.  

9  (Mon) Krishna Navami. The grand 126th appearance day celebration of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math's Founder-

President-Acharya, Om Vishnupad Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya-varya Ashtottara-shata-sri Srila Bhakti 

Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj. Appearance of Srila Virachandra Prabhu. Disappearance of Sripad Sakhi Charan 
Das Babaji Maharaj.  

11  (Wed) Krishna Ekadashi. Rama Ekadashi (in New York). Fast.  

12  (Thu) Krishna Dvadashi. Paran between 06:39 and 07:51. Festival in honour of Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu's auspicious 

arrival at Sripat Panihati.  

14  (Sat) Krishna Chaturdashi. Offering and placing of lamps (or candles) on Vishnu Mandirs.  

15  (Sun) Amavasya. Dipavali. Offering and placing of lamps (or candles) on Vishnu Mandirs. Go Puja (cow-worship) and 

Go Krida (the pleasure of the cows)..  

16  (Mon) Gaura Pratipad. Sri Govardhan Puja. Grand Annakut Mahotsav ('Rice Mountain Festival') at Srila Sridhar 

Swami Seva Ashram in Sri Govardhan and in the Temple in Sri Gupta Govardhan.  

17  (Tue) Gaura Dvitiya. Bhratri Dvitiya krityam (festival where brothers and sisters honour each other). Disappearance of 

Srila Vasudev Ghosh Thakur. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Sarvasva Giri Maharaj.  

18  (Wed) Gaura Chaturthi. Disappearance festival of Vishva-varenya Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhaktivedanta Swami 

Maharaj Prabhupad. .  

19  (Thu) Gaura Panchami. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Aloka Paramahamsa Maharaj.  

22  (Sun) Gaura Ashtami. Sri Gopashtami, Sri Goshthastami, Go Puja, and Go Gras-dan. Disappearance of Srila Srinivas 

Acharya. Disappearance of Sri Gadadhar Das Goswami. Disappearance of Srila Dhananjay Pandit.  

25  (Wed) Gaura Ekadashi. Sri Utthan Ekadashi (in New York). Fast.  

26  (Thu) Gaura Dvadashi. Paran between 06:55 and 10:07. Sri Bhishma Panchaka. Appearance of Tridandi Swami 

Srimad Bhakti Dayita Madhav Goswami Maharaj. Disappearance of Om Vishnupad Paramahamsa Sri Srila Gaura 

Kishor Das Babaji Maharaj. 

 29  (Sun) Gaura Chaturdashi. Disappearance of Srila Bhugarbha Goswami. Disappearance of Srila Kashishvar Pandit.  

30  (Mon) Purnima. Rasa Yatra of Sri Krishna. Installation anniversary of Sri Sri Guru Gauranga Gandharva Rasa Bihari 

Jiu, Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math and Mission, Sri Vrindavan. Appearance of Srila Nimbarka Acharya. Disappearance of 

Srila Sundarananda Thakur. End of Chaturmasya and Niyama-seva vratas when began from Purnima (as in Sri Chaitanya 

Saraswat Math). 

MBC TV 

Mahaprabhu Broadcasting Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-8udyHuxpkFyoqyV9CsraA 

 

Please Join Sri Mahanet Mailing list 

https://groups.google.com/d/forum/sri-mahanet 

http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/10_NarottamDasThakurDisapearance.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/10_Jajavar_Maharaj.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar/events/calendar_events/10_SrilaGovindaMjs-SannyasDay.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar/events/calendar_events/10_SrilaGovindaMjs-SannyasDay.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/10_SrilaSridharMj_VPuja.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/10_SrilaSridharMj_VPuja.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/10_SrilaSridharMj_VPuja.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar/events/calendar_events/10_GovardhanPuja.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/11_VasudevGhosh.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar/events/calendar_events/11_Swami_Prabhupad-disappearance.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar/events/calendar_events/11_Swami_Prabhupad-disappearance.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/05_10_SrinivasAcharya.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/05_10_SrinivasAcharya.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/11_Gopastami-Gosthastami.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/11_Gopastami-Gosthastami.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/11_Gaura_Kisora_Disappearance.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/11_Gaura_Kisora_Disappearance.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/11_BhugarbhaGoswami_KashishvarPandit.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/11_BhugarbhaGoswami_KashishvarPandit.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar/events/calendar_events/11_Vrindavan_Deities_Installation.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar/events/calendar_events/11_Vrindavan_Deities_Installation.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-8udyHuxpkFyoqyV9CsraA

