
  
  
  
 
 

 Since the beginning of the Millennium                                        December 2020 

ŚRĪ ŚRĪ  PRAPANNA-JIVANAMRTAM 

by Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara  

Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

 

Verse 3.4 

 karsnanam adhikaranurupa sevaiva bhajananukula  

 
        krsneti yasya giri tam manasadriyeta         

 diksasti cet pranatibhis ca bhajantam isam          

susrusaya bhajana-vijnam ananyam anya          

nindadi-sunya-hrdam ipsita-sanga-labdhya 

        Sri Rupapadanam - Sri Rupa Goswami 

 
 
To render service to the devotees according to their respective qualifications is conducive to 

pure devotion  - 

  

"Knowing Krsna and His name to be identical truth, one embraces exclusively the holy 

name's path; and thus who is initiated into chanting the name properly should be mentally 

respected as a member of the family.  

 

And he who serves Krsna by constant worship of the name, within his heart e'er residing at Sri 

Vrndavana Dhama know him an intermediate devotee, make obeisance at his feet and keep 

him as a faithful friend in your thought and deed. 

 

And who, by internal service to the name, knows his divine identity, sees Krsna, only Krsna 

in every form and entity;  seeing nothing separate from Krsna in the entire creation, he sees all 

souls equally serving Krsna's predilection -- 

 know such a veteran votary most honored and most cherished, serve him in thought, word, 

and deed, with heart's fulfillment relished: with obeisance, inquiry, service, him in all respects 

entreat by the grace of such a great soul we can reach Lord Krsna's feet."  

 

(Bengali verse translation of instructions to an intermediate devotee, from Sri Bhakti 

Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur) 

 

    

 
 

Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta  

Swami Prabhupada 
 

 

According to Vedic civilization, the perfection 

of life is to realize one’s relationship with 

Kṛṣṇa, or God. In the Bhagavad-gītā, which is 

accepted by all authorities in transcendental 

science as the basis of all Vedic knowledge, we 

understand that not only human beings but all 

living entities are parts and parcels of God. The 

parts are meant for serving the whole, just as 

the legs, hands, fingers, and ears are meant for 

serving the total body. We living entities, being 

parts and parcels of God, are duty-bound to 

serve Him. 

 

Actually our position is that we are always 

rendering service to someone, either to our 

family, country, or society. If we have no one 

to serve, sometimes we keep a pet cat or dog 

and render service to it. All these factors prove 

that we are constitutionally meant to render 

service, yet in spite of serving to the best of our 

ability, we are not satisfied. Nor is the person to 

whom we are rendering that service satisfied. 

On the material platform, everyone is 

frustrated. The reason for this is that the service 

being rendered is not properly directed. For 

example, if we want to render service to a tree, 

we must water the root. If we pour water on the 

leaves, branches, and twigs, there is little 

benefit. If the Supreme Personality of Godhead 

is served, all other parts and parcels will be 

automatically satisfied. Consequently all 

welfare activities as well as service to society, 

family, and nation are realized by serving the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

 
From, The Science of Self-Realization 

 



 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

      

Whipping Krishna 

  

And freedom there is so great that 

Krsna's mother Yasoda is whipping 

Him! If we inquire deeply into where 

Yasoda is taking her stand, we will 

come to the "die to live" plane. 

Yasoda can embrace death millions 

of times to remove a bead of sweat 

from the brow of her son; she has so 

much affection for Krsna that she is 

ready to die a million times rather 

than find the sweat of labor on His 

forehead. And that consciousness is 

in the background of everything she 

does. This is why she is given so 

much independence as to be able to 

whip Him. Such is the play of the 

absolute. If we have an idea of the 

infinite broadness and depth of the 

WORDS OF OUR GUARDIANS 

live separately from Him, that is only 

temporary insanity. To attempt to do 

so is only to create further 

disturbance, to be covered with 

ignorance. While ignorant, we may 

be concerned for many things that 

have no value. But actually it is as in 

play: so many parties are playing - 

one must win, another must be 

defeated - but we are told that we 

must accept victory or defeat in the 

mood of a player. And everything is 

the play of Krsna. He is playing His 

lila. When we think that something is 

a great loss or gain, we are not 

seeing the lila of the Lord. Then we 

are outside the divine flow, we are 

not in harmony with the flow of lila. 

Then it appears that reality is not His 

lila, and we find some other reason 

for being, see some other objects, 

conceive of relative interests, and 

find loss and gain, victory and 

defeat, and so many other 

misconceptions. But everything is 

His lila, and that is nirguna, without 

Śrīla Bhakti Raksḥaka Śrīdhara Deva Goswāmī Mahārāja 

from The Loving Search for the Lost Servant 
 

absolute, how can we value anything 

here? The Himalayas may be very 

big according to our standard, but 

from the standard of the infinite, the 

Himalayas are so small that they 

can't even be seen. This world is all 

relative. We must not allow  

ourselves to be cowed down by any 

events here. We must go forward in 

our march towards the truth.  

 

We may fail anytime, anywhere; it 

does not matter. It may be our 

master's will. Still, we have no other 

alternative than to try for His mercy, 

His grace. This is our natural 

position. Even constitutionally, there 

is no possibility of living separately 

from Him. If, in ignorance, we 

sometimes think that it is possible to 

fault. In that plane, everything is all 

right. Everything is perfect. Every 

inch of movement there is fully 

perfect. 

  

''I Shall Curse You!'' 

  

Once, after the Kuruksetra war, the 

brahmana Utanka came to Krsna and 

said, "Krsna, I curse You!" Krsna 

said, "Why, My dear brahmana, do 

you want to curse Me?" Utanka said, 

"Because You are the cause of all the 

disasters of Kuruksetra. Because of 

You, so many widows and orphans 

are crying in distress. The bounds of 

their sorrow knows no end, and You 

are the cause." Krsna answered, 

"You may have collected some 

power by your penances in sattva-

guna, but that will all be finished 

when you curse Me. It won't produce 

any result in Me because I am 

situated in the nirguna plane." This 

is the nature of the nirguna plane. It 

is ahaituky apratihata: it is causeless 

Srila  Bhakti Rakshak 

Sridhar Deva Goswami 

Maharaj 

 

“Bhakti is nirguna, 

beyond the influence 

of material nature, 

and it is ahaituki, 

causeless - that 

divine flow is 

eternally going on. 

And it is apratihata: 

bhakti can never be 

checked by anyone." 

 



     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE POSITIVE SIDE 

OF PRACTITIONERS 

AND OUR OWN 

PRACTICE 

 

We must try to proceed 

in this way otherwise we 

have no hope, since there 

are so many practitioners 

before us who are not 

perfect. Everyone has 

some imperfections. If 

we act like a drain 

inspector, always looking 

for the faults of others, 

then we will be offenders 

and we will not properly 

honor the devotees. Who 

can we say is a perfect 

devotee? It is very 

difficult to find a devotee 
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Srila Bhakti Sundara  

Govinda Deva Goswami 

Maharaja 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

who is fully dedicated 

to the service of the 

Lord.  But still, we can 

think that every devotee 

has some percentage of 

devotion. 

 

Once, one of the 

disciples of Srila Bhakti 

Siddhanta Saraswati 

Thakur, Sripad 

Siddhanti Maharaj, 

came to speak with Srila 

Guru Maharaj. When 

they were speaking in a 

relaxed mood, Sripad 

Siddhanti Maharaj said 

to Srila Guru Maharaj, 

“Maharaj, I consider 

that all of our God 

brothers are Vaisnavas 

and because they were all 

devotees and servitors of 

Srila Saraswati Thakur 

they have some Vaisnava 

quality. But, side by side, I 

have seen that all of our 

God brothers have many 

difficulties, faults and bad 

qualities. So I have 

decided to put our God 

brothers into some 

categories. Someone is a 

foolish Vaisnava, someone 

is a wise Vaisnava, 

someone is an envious 

Vaisnava, someone is a 

simple Vaisnava, etc.” 

Sripad Siddhanti Maharaj 
explained many different 

categories of Vaisnavas 

and Srila Guru Maharaj  

Srila Bhakti Sundara Govinda Deva Goswami Maharaja  
from “Revealed Truth” 

 

 

and it cannot be checked - it is 

irresistible. The wave of the most 

fundamental plane is bhakti, 

devotion, where everything follows 

the sweet will of the center - 

nirguna. That divine flow is 

causeless and can never be opposed. 

We should try to take our stand in 

that plane. Bhakti is nirguna, 

beyond the influence of material 

nature, and it is ahaituki, causeless - 

that divine flow is eternally going 

on. And it is apratihata: bhakti can 

never be checked by anyone. It is 

irresistible. This is the nature of the 

flow of devotion. Anyone who takes 

their stand in consonance, in 

harmony with that flow, will find 

the same thing: it can never be 

checked or given any successful 

opposition. This is the nature of 

bhakti according to Srimad-

Bhagavatam (1.2.6): 

 

sa vai pumsam paro dharmo yato 

bhaktir adhoksaje ahaituky 

apratihata yayatma suprasidati 

 Bhakti is the highest function of 

the soul (paro dharmo). Our duty 

here must have its origin in the 

plane of bhakti; we must be able to 

read and catch and utilize that flow. 

We must dance in the waves of that 

flow. Everyone's highest duty will 

be full submission to the unseen, 

undetectable causal power, which 

has no cause, no rhyme, no reason. 

It is automatic, eternal, and can 

never be opposed by any forces 

here. And then only will we find 

our soul's greatest satisfaction. We 

will feel real satisfaction only when 

we come in touch with that most 

fundamental harmonious wave. 

Then we can feel the highest 

ecstasy. That is bhakti. So in 

coming to such a great idea of life, 

whatever obstacles we must cross 

are only small losses and gains, 

victories and defeats. We should 

not allow them to disturb our 

march towards the truth. 

 

Bhagavad Gita 

 Krsna tells Arjuna in the 

Bhagavad-gita (2.47): 

 

karmany evadhikaras te 

ma phalesu kadacana 

 ma karma-phala-hetur bhur 

ma te sango' stv akarmani 

 

 "Give your full concentration 

to discharging your duty and 

not to the result of your work. 

The result is with Me; all 

responsibility is with Me." 

Higher calculation is like that. 

The generals say, "March! Go 

forward. Onward! You have to 

go. You are my soldiers; 

whatever I shall ask, you must 

do. You may die and the 

victory may come afterward; 

that is not your concern. You 

are soldiers; many of you may 

be finished, but the country as 

a whole will gain." In this way, 

so many important lives may 

be sacrificed.  



 

    

 

we should not demand so much for ourselves.  

If we are tolerant then we will not make any 

unnecessary disturbances for ourselves or others 

and in that way we will avoid the sinful, 

reactionary environment. Amanina manadena, 

give honor to everyone without desiring honor 

for yourself. Everyone has some ego and we do 

not want to disturb others’ egos, so we should 

humbly give honor to everyone, even to persons 

who are not honorable. Everyone has some good 

qualities so why should you not give honor to 

them? What is the difficulty for you? If you give 

honor to everyone then everyone will be happy 

with you and not only will they not disturb you 

but they will help you in your practicing life.  

The conditioned souls are always thinking that 

they are already qualified but that is their 

misfortune. When someone sees himself as the 

biggest he cannot see anything outside himself 

that is very big and great. He can only see tiny 

things like ants and insects. But when someone 

sees himself clearly and feels himself to be small 

then he can see the highest and biggest things 

around him. So it is hopeful for us to see 

ourselves as not the best or greatest but as the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

laughed so much to hear that. 

 

Everyone is a Vaisnava, this is correct. But how 

much? It is very good to use the idea of 

percentage. Someone may be 5% Vaisnava, 

someone may be 10% Vaisnava, someone may 

be 20% Vaisnava and someone who is 100% 

dedicated to the Lord is a real Vaisnava. If we 

consider all of the devotees in this way, that will 

be perfect. 

 

We should not hate others. Everyone has some 

quality and with that quality they are enjoying. I 

also have some quality and I live in my own 

zone with that. Internally I may know something 

about someone’s behavior but externally I will 

see the qualities of the Vaisnavas and proceed 

carefully, otherwise I will be the loser and I may 

become an offender. It is true that some persons 

may do wrong, and it is also truth that it is not  

good to follow someone who is doing wrong. 

But still, when I see someone doing something 

wrong in front of me I should not hold any 

grudge against him or be envious of him. I can 

ignore that wrong and avoid it while I try to 

make myself a perfect servitor. This is the only 

way to live harmoniously in society. I have 

considered this many times and in this way we 

must be careful about Vaisnavas and non-

Vaisnavas, otherwise we will be cheated and 

may become an offender.  

 

THE FORMULA FOR HARMONY 

 

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu has given us the 

supreme formula to collect the good qualities of 

others, properly respect and relate to everyone, 

and harmonies everything. 

 

trnad api sunichena taror iva sahisnuna 

amanina manadena kirttaniyah sada harih 

(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta: Adi-lila, 17.31) 

 

Within His formula Mahaprabhu gave us three 

very nice rules. Trnad api sunichena, be humble 

and do not disturb anyone. If we are humble then 

we will not be a cause of anger for others and 

everyone will be merciful to us. Taror iva 

sahisnuna, tolerate everything going on in this 

mundane world. We are insignificant jiva-souls, 

 

least and smallest and see that we have much 

necessity for improvement. Whatever good 

qualities we may have that is already our 

property which no one can take away from us. 

And if we see good qualities anywhere in others 

we should try to collect them. We can always 

collect goodness from wherever we find it, 

through our practice of humility, tolerance and 

giving honor to others. Mahaprabhu’s formula 

states that anyone who is humble, tolerant and 

gives honor to others without expecting honor 

for himself can properly chant the Hare Krsna 

Mahamantra and practise Hari-Nama-sankirttan. 

This teaching of Mahaprabhu gives us the proper 

spirit of spiritual life. When we follow the 

practice of humility, tolerance and giving honor 

to others we will not do anything wrong to 

anyone and we will not make offences to anyone. 

If we give honor to everyone then we will never 

be in danger of making Vaisnava-aparadha, 

offence to a Vaisnava. It is completely necessary 

to avoid making offences to Vaisnavas because 

the Hare Krsna Mahamantra descends to us 

from the upper level through the Vaisnavas. 



  

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 
 

 
Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja  

from “Guidance” – Volume 1 
 

Śrīla Gaura Kiśor Dās Bābājī Mahārāj 

 

17 November 2010 

 

  

Continued from November 2020…. 

 

 

Śrī Chaitanya-charitāmṛta and the scriptures tell us clearly what 

happens if the foundation is not strong, and almost every day I  am 

telling the story about the sādhu and a scorpion. A sādhu always 

rescues us, the fallen jīva souls—we always go to the illusory 

environment, but the sādhu takes care of us: 

 

durdaive sevaka yadi yāya anya-sthāne  

sei ṭhākura dhanya tāre chule dhari’ āne 

 

“If a servant falls down and goes astray, 

glorious is the master who grabs him by his hair 

and brings him back.”  

(Śrī Chaitanya-charitāmṛta, Antya-līlā, 4.47) 

 

‘Durdaive sevāk’ is ‘an unfortunate servitor’. 

An unfortunate servitor always goes another 

way, but Gurudev, Vaiṣṇavs take him and 

engage him in service. That is our only hope, 

but we must accept their help—if we willingly 

go another way, it becomes very difficult. That 

is why if we follow our mind, it becomes a big 

problem. Actually, we do not know what is 

good for us. We think we will get benefit in a 

certain way, and we go that way, but then some 

problem comes. 

 

Once, Prakāśānanda Saraswatī invited 

everybody, including Mahāprabhu, to join his 

assembly. Mahāprabhu came and sat down in a 

dirty place, whereas all the sannyāsī were sitting 

in a higher place. Prakāśānanda Saraswatī saw 

Him and said, “You look like a good sannyāsī, 

but why are You sitting in this dirty place? 

Please join us.” 

“I am a sampradaic sannyāsī, but I have no 

qualification to sit with you.” As Mahāprabhu 

was saying this, He showed some of His 

aiśvarya, opulence.  

 

“You look like Nārāyaṇ, but You are sitting 

here. Come with us, let us sit together.” 

 

Mahāprabhu came there and all the sannyāsīs 

gave Him respect and a seat. Prakāśānanda 

Saraswatī asked Him, “You took sannyās from 

Keśav Bhāratī, that means You belong to our 

sampradāya. A sannyāsī’s religion is to practise 

meditation, dhyān, and to read Veda, Vedanta, 

but why are You, like a bāul (madman), 

chanting and dancing?” 

 

 “Because My Guru told Me, ‘You cannot read 

Veda, Vedanta. You are ignorant and foolish, so 

You have no qualification to read it. Better if 

You just chant.’ So, I am chanting on the order 

of My Guru.” When Gurudev gives us an order, 

we must follow it. 

 
 

Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Maharaja 
 

“‘Durdaive sevāk’ is ‘an 

unfortunate servitor’. 

An unfortunate servitor always 

goes another way, but Gurudev, 

Vaiṣṇavs take him and engage him 

in service.” 

 
 

 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VAISNAVA CALENDAR for New York, New Jersey Area  

December 2020 

 

 
KESHAVA 

10  (Thu) Krishna Ekadashi. Utpanna Ekadashi (in New York). Fast.  

11  (Fri) Krishna Dvadashi. Paran between 07:10 and 10:16.  

12  (Sat) Krishna Trayodashi. Disappearance of Srila Saranga Thakur. Disappearance of Srila 

Narahari Sarkar Thakur. Disappearance of Srila Kaliya Krishnadas. Disappearance of 

Sriyukta Dhananjay Das Prabhu.  

14  (Mon) Amavasya. Disappearance of Srila Jagabandhu Bhakti Ranjan.  

20  (Sun) Gaura Shashthi. Oran Shashthi. Grand festival for honouring the appearance of Sri 

Sri Nitai-Chaitanya Jiu at Sri Puri Dham, Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math.  

22  (Tue) Gaura Ashtami. Disappearance of Srila Madhusudan Das Babaji Maharaj.  

23  (Wed) Gaura Navami. Appearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Kamal 

Madhusudan Maharaj.  

24  (Thu) Gaura Dashami. Disappearance of Tridandi Swami Srimad Bhakti Kusum Shraman 

Maharaj.  

25  (Fri) Gaura Ekadashi. Moksada Ekadashi (in New York). Fast. Christmas Day.  

26  (Sat) Gaura Dvadashi. Paran between 07:18 and 10:23. 

 

 

 

MBC TV 

Mahaprabhu Broadcasting Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-8udyHuxpkFyoqyV9CsraA 

 

Please Join Sri Mahanet Mailing list 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mahanet/join 

http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/12_SarangaDasThakur.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/12_NarahariSarkar.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/12_NarahariSarkar.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/12_Puri_Dham_Deities.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/12_Puri_Dham_Deities.html
http://scsmath.com/events/calendar_events/12_Christmas.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-8udyHuxpkFyoqyV9CsraA

