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Verse 3.25
parama-siddhi-sankalpah —
kadaham yamuna-tire namani tava kirtayan
udbaspah pundarikaksa rachayisyami tandavam

$rila A.C. Bhaktivedanta (Kasyachit)
Swami Prabhupada

hass wilte & dafva-darih, oss whe hage Divine aspiration in separation is favorable to perfection —

seen the truth, we have to take knowledge O lotus-eyed Lord, when will I dance on the banks of the Ya-
from them — that is direction in the Bhagavad muna, chanting Your Holy Name with tears in my eyes?
-gita — not from the third-class men. One who
has seen, one who has known, you have to
take knowledge from him, tattva-darsih. Tad
viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya (BG
4.34). You have to understand by surrender-
ing, by rendering service and by question,
three things. You cannot question simply.
There must be service and surrender, then
question will be nice. And if all of a sudden
you come and question, that answer will not be
sufficient.

— votary

Room Conversation with Martin
June 04, 1972




WORDS OF OUR GUARDIANS

Srila Bhakti Rakshaka Sridhara Deva Goswami Maharaja
from The Loving Search for the Lost Servant, Chap. 8 Sonhood of God

wonderful thing: you can keep your
personality for the interest of Krsna.
But you must have no selfish motive,
no conception of separate interest.
Merging there is not physical, mortal
merging, not merging of the losing
variety, but the kind of merging spo-
ken of in Srimad Bhdgavatam
(11.29.34):

Ocean of Love

We may have a taste of that divine
life only in that plane of nectar. That
we may live in the waves of that
ocean of love is the highest objective
of our lives.

In that divine realm, our individual
personalities can be maintained. It is
not necessary that if we dive deep
into the plane of consciousness, we
must lose our own personality, our
own individuality. It is not necessary
at all. And yet, the nature of divine
4 love is that you are still living, but
you are living on His behalf, whole-
sale converted into His service. It is a

martyo yada tyakta-samasta-karma
niveditatma vichikirsito me
tadamrtatvam pratipadyamano
mayatma-bhityaya cha kalpate vai

“One who is subjected to birth and
death attains immortality when he

gives up all material activities, dedicates his life to
the execution of My order, and acts according to
My directions. In this way, he becomes fit to enjoy
the spiritual bliss derived from exchanging loving
mellows with Me.”

And in Bhagavad-gita (18.55), Krsna says:

bhaktya mam abhijandati yavan yas chasmi tattvatah
tato mam tattvato jiatva visate tad-anantaram

“Only through love and devotion can I be under-
stood as I am. Thereafter, fully understanding Me,
you can merge into My entourage.”

This ‘merging’ is explained by Krsna: “They enter

into Me to become a person in

My family. Among the circles of

) gs My friends, he enters: visate tad-

&4 anantaram. He becomes as if My
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sy, own. That means that without
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merging, not a physical or dead
merging into brahma, spirit. That

is the result of prema, divine love.

That ideal is above the general conception of merg-
ing into the oneness of brahma, where one loses
oneself in the ocean of consciousness as if in a
sound sleep. We are not interested in that. Rather,
through Krsna consciousness, we become lost
swimming in the ocean of sweetness. This has been
accepted by Sr1 Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

Victory of devotion

Once, Radharani left the Rasa-lila when She saw
that all the gopis were being dealt with almost
equally by Krsna. Equal treatment towards one and
all did not satisfy Her. So, She decided to display a
composition of singing and dancing to please Krsna
in a most wonderful transcendental way. Radharani
showed Her skill in various ways, and then at the
last moment, She suddenly disappeared. And as
Krsna was engaged in that combined singing and
dancing, He suddenly found that Radharani was
absent. So, He left everyone to search for
Radharani. He met Her on the way, and after walk-
ing for some time, Radharani told Him, “I can’t



move, I can’t walk anymore. If You would like to
go on, You will have to carry Me. I cannot go fur-
ther.” And suddenly, Krsna disappeared.

A disciple of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
Thakur once asked him why Krsna had disap-
peared in such a way. But our Guru Maharaj was
very disturbed to hear such a question. In this I1la,
Krsna is apparently showing some disregard for
Radharani. So, our Guru Maharaj, by his very na-
ture, could not even tolerate such a question. He
had so much partiality towards Radharani that he
was not disposed to hear anything against Her.
And so, in a rather excited mood, he answered,
“Do you find any devotion here? What bhakti do
you find here that you have asked me this ques-
tion?” The question was rejected. He could not
tolerate even an enquiry regarding that Pastime.

When this news came to me, I tried to find what
Bhakti Vinod Thakur had written in his own words
about this verse of Srimad Bhagavatam in his own

¢

translation, Bhagavatarka-marichi-mald. Bhakti
Vinod Thakur has harmonized the difficulties in the
verse. He explains that Krsna was thinking, “I
would like to see what will be the mentality of sep-
aration in Her.” Only to appreciate the depth of the
separation She felt from Him did Krsna disappear.
Then of course, Krsna returned after some time.

But our Guru Maharaj could not even tolerate the
idea. “Where is devotion to be found here?” But
Bhakti Vinod Thakur interpreted this Pastime to
mean that Krsna was driven to see what kind of
happiness in separation Srimati Radharani would
experience. He took this as an example of how the
Absolute becomes subservient to His devotee. And
so we find that the negative, Srimati Radharani, is
so powerful that the positive, Krsna, becomes pow-
erless near Her. It is as if the positive loses its sepa-
rate existence. This is the victory of devotion.

Devotion is represented in the negative side, draw-
ing from the positive. There is the juice in a fruit

¢ . 5 R
And so we find that the negative, Srimati Radharani, is so powerful
that the positive, Krsna, becomes powerless near Her. It is as if the
positive loses its separate existence. This is the victory of devotion.

and the one who extracts the juice from the fruit.
The highest devotion is found where the extraction
is in its most intensified condition — there is the
victory of the devotees: where the Absolute ac-
cepts defeat before His servitors. This reveals the
real presence of devotion, dedication, surrender.
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DIVINE INSTRUCTION

Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Deva Goswami Maharaja
from Revealed Truth, Chap. 19 The Next Edition of Radha-Krsna’s Pastimes

Full nourishment

The practice of Krsna consciousness
is our life, and it is necessary to
practice that in a fair and perfect
way. In our practicing life, faith is
the basis and love is our food. If our
love for Krsna increases then every-
thing increases. If we realize what
we have received from our Gurudev
— pure consciousness of Sr1 Krsna
— then in everything — every song,
every verse, every advice, every
thought — we will feel, “My exist-

tad eva ramyam ruchiram navam navam
tad eva sasvan manaso mahotsavam

tad eva sokarnava-sosanam nrnam

vad uttamahsloka-yaso 'nugiyate
(Srimad Bhagavatam: 12.12.50)

Tad eva ramyam: Krsna conscious-
ness is very tasteful, beautiful, and
ecstatic. Ruchiram navam navam: it
can reveal new light and inspiration at
every moment. As someone hears
about Krsna consciousness he will not
be satisfied by hearing only a little bit
of discussion; he will want to hear

ence is present there.”

All Krsna conscious
have a very sweet nature.

festival, just as we always happily expect there will be
many varieties of very palatable mahaprasadam on a
festival day. Krsna consciousness is like a generator: it
may be a little difficult to start, but once it is going and
giving power it will run happily and give more and
more light to everyone’s heart. When Krsna conscious-
ness once enters the heart and receives good nourish-
ment there, it will sprout, grow happily, and become
strong enough to bind an elephant. Pariksit Maharaj
said,

yach-chhrnvatam rasa-jnanam svadu svadu pade pade
(Srimad Bhagavatam: 1.1.19)

“If you discuss Krsna consciousness as much as possi-

ble at every moment, very tasteful nectar will come to

ou again and again and take on newer and newer
| d tak d

forms.”

Vedavyas also said,
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expressions

more and more. Tad eva Sasvan mana-
so mahotsavam: Krsna consciousness
always gives everyone’s heart the
transcendental feeling of a great

muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhavukah
(Srimad Bhagavatam: 1.1.3)

Krsna consciousness is like a very sweet rip-
ened fruit that has neither skin nor a seed. As
you taste it, at every moment it gives you more
and more ecstatic feelings and strength.

bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktir
anyatra chaisa trika eka-kalah
prapadyamanasya yathasnatah syus
tustih pustih ksud-apayo ‘nu-ghasam
(Srimad Bhagavatam: 11.2.42)

How will you know whether you have Krsna
consciousness or not? You will feel it just as a
hungry person feels the effects of taking
prasadam: with every mouthful that prasadam
gives good taste, good nourishment, and re-
moves hunger. When Krsna consciousness is
revealed in our hearts, our devotional feelings
and activity will increase, we will feel the joy
and happiness of a connection with Krsna in
our hearts, and we will experience detachment
from mundane attractions, the end of our



hunger for material things.
Hankering for Krsna-prema

Krsna consciousness has no end. The Upanisads
say,

om pirnam adah pirnam idam piarnat purnam
udachyate

purnasya purnam adaya purnam evavasisyate
(Brhad-aranyaka-upanisad: 5.1.1)

“Krsna consciousness is infinite, and a sincere
seeker will really get that type of ecstasy — infi-
nite ecstasy — through Krsna consciousness.”

As Krsna consciousness reveals itself more and
more in our hearts we may even become mad.
What did Mahaprabhu Himself say?

na prema-gandho ’sti darapi me harau
krandami saubhdagya-bharam prakasitum
vamsi-vilasy-anana-lokanam vina

bibharmi yat prana-patangakan vrtha

(SrT Chaitanya-charitamrta: Madhya-Iila, 2.45)

“Really, I have no love for Krsna. If I did then how
could I be alive? I am living without Krsna, so how
can I say I have love for Krsna?”

Mahaprabhu is full of Krsna-prema, but His heart’s
expression is, “Na prema-gandho ’sti darapi Me
Harau: 1 do not have even a little bit of hankering
for Krsna.”

Actually, Mahaprabhu was hankering for Krsna-
prema so much, and He showed us the degree of
hankering that is necessary for Krsna conscious-
ness. He showed us that if we clearly and perfectly,
without any haziness, realize that we need Krsna-
prema, then even Krsna will not be able to check
us. We will get it. If I am very disturbed by the
mundane environment and [ sincerely pray to
Krsna, “Please give me Krsna-prema”, then Krsna
must give that to me.

Krsna knows everything, and Krsna understands
everything. Krsna is everywhere, and His divine
play as the Sweet Absolute never stops. Even if
Krsna does not want to give Krsna-prema to us, His
devotees will (patitanam pavanebhyo). Sometimes
Krsna likes to hide, but His devotees are always

€€ We need transcendental ecstasy. We do not want sadness, sorrow, or inauspi-
ciousness. We always need the opposite. We need something eternal, glorious,
and beautiful. There is only one way to get that: hankering. Hankering gives

us real property in our spiritual life.

merciful. If they see anyone drowning they will
rescue him. The devotees will always give full
support to a hankering soul.

Even if Krsna ousts me from His jurisdiction, I
still have hope if I have hankering for the service
of Krsna under the affectionate guidance of His
devotees. That is my life experience; it is not only
a theory. I have seen many things in my life, and
through that I am sure that even if Krsna wants to
oust me, He will not be able to if I have the affec-
tion of His devotees. So only self-realisation is
necessary: “Do I want Krsna-prema or not?”

/s krsna-bhakti-rasa-bhavita matih

kriyatam yadi kuto ’pi labhyate

e
ﬂt:«'g { 5 tatra laulyam api milyam ekalam
K&’)\“‘/ Jjanma-koti-sukrtair na labhyate
J\)\Q\?\\f\) ) (Padyavali: 14)
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We need transcendental ecstasy. We do not want
sadness, sorrow, or inauspiciousness. We always
need the opposite. We need something eternal, glo-
rious, and beautiful. There is only one way to get
that: hankering. Hankering gives us real property
in our spiritual life.

If T have hankering for Krsna-prema then I must
search, “Where is Krsna-prema?” It is very rare,
but if I find anyone who has Krsna-prema in their
heart, then I must try to get his association.
Through that person I can understand what Krsna-
prema is, how much I need it, how much I will be
satisfied by it, and so on. I will be able to under-
stand everything through the sadhu who has Krsna
-prema in his heart.

All the scriptures always praise the sadhus. A
sadhu is chaste, honest, and dedicated to the Lord
with extreme love and affection. If we have a con-
nection with a sadhu, with our Guru, and we are



conscious about that, then we can receive prema,
love and affection, from him on the conscious lev-
el. Love and affection are transmitted from con-
sciousness to consciousness, from heart to heart.

The presence of love within the sadhu’s conscious-
ness can be transmitted to you and transform your
consciousness. Hankering is our first necessity.
Without hankering we will not find that sadhu or
Krsna-prema. Many frustrated persons are search-
ing in the wrong way. Our search should be filled
with happiness, peace, and beauty. In that way we
will seek, “Is it here or there?” If we are frustrated
in one place then we must look in another place,
and wherever we can find the devotional mood of
Krsna-prema we must immediately buy it with our
hankering. Hankering can give us everything. But
kriyatam does not mean, “Try to buy it.” Kriyatam
means, “Buy it!” The price of Krsna-prema is
hankering. Without hankering, without intense de-
sire, we will never get Krsna-prema, even if we
have an ocean of sukrti. The only qualification and
means is hankering, and without that we will not
get anything.
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SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE

Srila Bhakti Nirmal Acharya Goswami Maharaja

from Guidance—Volume 1

One More Year Passed

Jjivana anitya janaha sara

thakaha apana kaje

(‘Bhajahil re mana’, 1, 2, by Srila Govinda Das
Kaviraj)
kamala dala jala, jivana talamala

bhajahi hari-pada niti re

“Life is shaky — it is just like a drop of water tot-
tering on a lotus leaf. Serve the Lord’s feet!”

(‘Bhajahii re mana’, 3 by Srila Govinda Das Ka-
viraj)

hari hari! viphale janama gondinu

manusya-janama paiya radha-krsna na bhajiya

Jjaniya suniya visa khainu

“O Lord! My life has passed use-

lessly. I have got a human birth,
but I did not serve Radha and

o
/f‘;f.;zk ' 7 Krsna. Knowingly I drank poi-
OIS son.”
IO
O o :
WNMONE (‘Hari Hari viphale’, 1, by Srila

2010 is going to finish today at mid-
night. Only four hours are left, and
one more year will be gone...

tahe nana-vidha vipada bhara
namasraya kari’ yatane tumi

“Understand the essence: this life is
temporary and filled with all sorts of
danger. Carefully take shelter of the
Name and do your work.”

(Gitavali, Arunodaya Kkirtan, 1.3, by
Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur)

31 December 2010

Life is very uncertain, temporary —
we do not know when this life will be
gone.

bhajahii re mana $ri-nanda-nandana
abhaya-charanaravinda re

Sita atapa vata varisana

e dina yamini jagi re

“O mind, serve the son of Nanda —
His lotus feet will make you fearless!
Day and night I remain awake, suffer-

ing from the heat and cold, wind and
rain...”

Everybody knows that, but still they do not worship
— it is the same as taking poison.

golokera prema-dhana hari-nama-sankirtana
rati nd janmila kena taya

samsara-visanale diva-nisi hiya jvale

Jjudaite na kainu upaya

(‘Hari Hari viphale’, 2, by Srila Narottam Das
Thakur)

This is glorification of the Holy Name. “Harinam
sankirtan comes from Goloka Vrndavan, and it is its
very wealth, but I do not have any taste, any attach-
ment to that... I always suffer so much in my family
life, and I cannot find any relief or solution.”

vrajendra-nandana yei Sachi-suta haila sei
balarama ha-ila nitai
dina-hina yata chhila hari-name uddharila

tara saksi jagai madhai

(‘Hari Hari viphale’, 3, by Srila Narottam Das
Thakur)



“He who is known as Vrajendra Nandan (Vraja
Kumar, Lord Krsna Himself) came as Gauranga
Mahaprabhu (Sachi Suta, the son of Sachi Mata);
and Balaram appeared as Nityananda Prabhu. How
did They rescue the souls through the Holy Name?
Jagai and Madhai are the witnesses to that.”

ha ha prabhu nanda-suta vrsabhanu-suta-yuta
karuna karaha ei-bara

narottama-dasa kaya na theliha ranga paya
toma vine ke achhe amara?

(‘Hari Hari viphale’, 4, by Srila Narottam Das
Thakur)

“Narottam Das Thakur is praying to Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu, asking the Lord, ‘Please, give me
some mercy, please allow me to take some shelter
at Your lotus feet. Do not reject me. Please accept
me.” Narottam Das Thakur cries and sings,
‘Prabhu, You are my only hope, without You there
is nothing, no one. My hope is only You — I can
depend only upon You.””

anya-abhilasa chhadi jriana karma parihari
kaya mane kariba bhajana

sadhu-sange krsna-seva nda piijiba devi-deva
ei bhakti parama-karana

“Serve the Lord with body and mind, giving up all
other desires and the pursuit of material benefit and
knowledge. One should serve Lord Krsna in the
association of devotees without worshipping any
demigods.”

(St Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 13, by Srila Narottam
Das Thakur)

If you do something for the Lord but do not get
good association, proper guidance, then it will not
be proper service, this is why it is said, “Sadhu-
sange Krsna-seva, na pujiba devi-deva: serve
Krsna in the association of devotees without wor-
shipping any demigods.” Some also worship so
many demigods, but we must follow our Guru-
parampara line and follow the way they serve, the
instruction they give:

€€ ‘Please, give me some mercy, please allow me to take some shelter at Your
lotus feet. Do not reject me. Please accept me.’

mahdajanera yei patha, tate habe anurata

“Love and be attached to the path of the great
souls.”

(Srl’ Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 14, by Srila Na-
rottam Das Thakur)

mahajano yena gatah sa panthah

“The true path is the one that the great souls have
walked.”

(Mahabharata)
sadhana-smarana-lila ihate na kara hela

(SrT Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 14,
by Srila Narottam Das Thakur)

~¢/’(L‘~7 “Do not neglect, do not avoid
c‘U - - . .
/1\%@ your sadhana (practicing) and
u V N . 99
) Q.) \;-‘-/ smarana (remembering).
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WSS asat-sanga sada tyaga chhada anya
gita-raga

karmi jiiant parihari diire
kevala bhakata-sanga prema-kathd rasa-ranga

lila-katha braja-rasa-pure

“Always reject bad association, give up attachment
to the songs, and always keep away from karmis
and jianis. Keep devotees’ association only and
take joy in the nectar of the talks about love and
devotion to the Lord and the Pastimes of
Vrndavan.”

(SrT Prema-bhakti-chandrika, 15, by Srila Na-
rottam Das Thakur)

“Avoid dishonest association, take association of
devotees.” Association means consulting, talking
about Krsna consciousness, about your service,
spiritual life — not about material things. “Avoid
yogis, nyasis, karmis, jianis (pursuers of mystic
powers, renunciation, material benefit, or
knowledge)” — reject all this, and only worship
Girivaradhari, worship your Guru, the Lord.



SCIENTIFIC SANKIRTAN IN NEPAL
WITH SRILA BHAKTI NISKAM SHANTA MAHARAJ, PH. D.

During his recent tour in Nepal, Srila Bhakti Niskam Shanta Maharaj, Ph. D., participated in the Semi-
nar on Harmony in Science and Religion, organized by Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Sabha and Kaligandaki
Gyanbigyan Pratisthan, from December 25-26, 2023. While there, he also initiated several children
from the Kaligandaki Gurukul. It is notable and wonderful that the Gurukul tradition is still very much
alive throughout Nepal. Srila B. N. Shanta Mahar3j also lectured on the harmony of science and reli-
gion at the Akshra School and Nexus International Academy, both in Kathmandu, Nepal.
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In addition to our ongoing distributions
with the Princeton YMCA and Princeton
Kindness Food Project, we are happy to
have expanded our free sanctified vege-
tarian meal (prasadam) distribution to
include the residents of Project Freedom
in Hamilton, NJ, affordable housing de-
signed for people with disabilities and
their families. More information on our
prasadam distribution here:

https://bviscs.org/prasadam-distr/

RECENT ACTIVITIES

Science & Scientist 2023: Life — VAl
& Cognition at the Intersection B[ TH |nter‘ at|ona|;\®anerjen@e
of Science, Philosophy, & Reli- ; |
gion was held on Sunday, De- cIENc & scIEN I§ %9"2“3
cember 17, 2023. In the descrip- ] ~ s ,‘ ‘
tion section of the YouTube re- Qz hofg nl 2 (ﬂfi " nr esecon

L ) Y anma

cording, the timestamps are pro- : nce,
vided that link directly to a giv- F ) .

en speaker’s presentation. Here f
were the topics discussed:
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DENIS NOBLE - Purposive Ex-
planations Are More Useful For
Identifying Lower-Level Activi-
ty In Living Systems Than The
Other Way Round

BRIAN J FORD - Superseding the Synaptic Network: How Cellular Complexity Transcends the Digital
Neuron

B MADHAVA PURI - Death & Desire: Negativity at the Foundation of Life
B NISKAMA SHANTA - Understanding the Vedantic View on the Difference between Life & Non-Life
B VIINANA MUNI - Emotional Intelligence in Cows

RAJAKISHORE NATH - The Problem of Embodied Consciousness in the Lens of Vedantic View of
Consciousness

/s ANANDI RAVINATH - Journey into Mind - DNA - Consciousness
&
/““‘t\% T 10 JTSCOTT TURNER - Evolution is Cognitive Thermodynamics
N
(;)\t\:{‘) ALICIA JUARRERO - Complexity Theory & Purposiveness
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https://bviscs.org/ss23/
https://bviscs.org/ss23/
https://bviscs.org/ss23/
https://bviscs.org/ss23/
https://bviscs.org/prasadam-distr/
https://www.youtube.com/live/CKuR0G8ILt8?si=H6OayX7XKrQ9c9Im

Srila Prabhupada explains that the transmi-
gration of the soul through the 8,400,000
lifeforms in the material world — through-
out the various planetary systems described
in Vedic literature — is guided by an indi-
vidual’s evolution of consciousness which is
. determined by their particular desires in the
y ‘ Prabhupada plane of exploitation. He concludes that
describeSthe.  when one reaches the rarely attained human

. form of life, they can develop Krishna con-
“&hﬂ:lon Of sciousness by inquiring about the purpose of

2,
! Cultare ™

SCiOUSl‘]ESS life and actively cultivating their relationship

- : with God through self-surrender, sincere in-
quiry, and devotional service to the bonafide Guru. Then, Srila B. R. Sridhara Maharaja elaborates on
the continuation of the evolution of consciousness in the spiritual world, where an individual establishes
their loving serving relationship with Krishna based on their particular desires in the plane of dedication.
Srila Sridhara Maharaja also explains that he originally recommended Srila Prabhupada to construct a
temple showcasing the evolution of consciousness described in the book Brhad-bhagavatamrta.

RECENT VIDEOS ON MAHAPRABHU BROADCASTING CHANNEL

Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupa-
da showed his scientist disciples that life
comes from life, and matter comes from
life, and Srila Prabhupada further explained

that these principles support a theistic con-
clusion regarding the origin of life. The " B logeneSlS
Bhaktivedanta Institute, founded in 1976, :

Was'e.stalkl)lishe(.ilf'[(k))1 f(?[rrr}[ill}; pélesen‘g tt;e;e mm» Mitosis | % [1, e &) Ma?er
empirically verifiable truths to the scientific
¢ from ife

- c ‘e Re) roducton
community at large. Vaishnava authorities ? k ; C 0
) e

Tulze ce ﬁld
"ommie VIVim ex vwo Th

like Srila Bhakti Rakshak Sridhara Dev-
Goswami Maharaja — who said that he was &
the lifelong advisor to the Bhaktivedanta % A -
Institute — confirmed that this is in line with the Vedantic view. This video — created for online presen-
tation at the International Seminar on Consciousness organized by The Art of Bliss in Jagannath Puri,
Odisha, India — is a humble attempt at presenting the most up-to-date information showing that life and
matter come from life, and what the implications of this are.

In summary, research based on abiogenesis has attempted, on several occasions, to convince the public
that life has been created de novo in the lab, but it has not. Thus, insightful synthetic chemists are push-
ing back against this misleading hype. On the other hand, the Law of Biogenesis is empirically observed
every day. Life and matter come from life. This necessarily leads to a posteriori reasoning that recognizes
that the origin of life is categorically different from natural life, while simultaneously identical with it.
: This requires dialectic metaphysics to properly comprehend — such as that of GWF
Hegel or Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s achintya bheda-abheda tattva. Unlike
/‘g natural life which is always dependent on other preexisting lives, the original life is in-
%L { dependent of preexisting life. It is self-caused, causa sui, sarvva-karana-karanam. The
ﬂM» 11 thoughtful recognition and exposition of the transcendent qualities and activities of this
;\S@ self-caused Absolute Idea, which is subject as much as substance, i.e. Divine Personali-
g ) ty, constitute the framework of a science of Spirit.
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https://youtu.be/Mv-wNfCMEmM?si=dqW5UcPODw17bLV_
https://youtu.be/PpqFnVWFvpI
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ABOUT THE PRINCETON BVISCS

The Princeton BVISCS is a center for the ad-
vanced study of the nature and origin of life and
matter, utilizing the ancient Vedic insights into
consciousness and the self. The Institute consists
of a body of scientists and scholars who feel that
existing scientific models are too restrictive to
account for the observed phenomena of life.
Modern science revolves around the concept that
everything, including life and consciousness, can
be fully explained and understood by recourse to
matter alone. The Vedic scholars on the other
hand, who made the study of consciousness their
primary concern, held that conscious life is pri-
mordial and cannot be reduced to physicochemi-
cal phenomena. This is the essence of Bhagavad-
gita verse 10.8: aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah
sarvam pravartate “l, Krishna, am the source of
all spiritual and material worlds. Everything em-
anates from Me.” Taking this hint, members of
the BVISCS are developing new scientific para-
digms incorporating consciousness and other
higher order spiritual phenomena as irreducible
features of nature.

Editor: Krishna Keshava Das

Sripad Bhakti Madhava
Puri Maharaja, Ph. D.
Serving Director

Sripad B. M. Purl Maharaja, Ph. D., earned his
undergraduate degree at Rutgers University and
completed a Masters and Ph. D. in Theoretical
Chemistry from Georgetown University in 1970.
After completing postdoc work with the National
Bureau of Standards in Washington D.C., Dr.
Purm moved on to rigorous study and practice of
the Bhagavat Vedantic philosophy and Bhakti
yoga. He was one of the five founding charter
members of the original Bhaktivedanta Institute
in 1976, and became the Regional Director of the
office in Juhu, Mumbai, India for a number of
years. After diving deeper into the study of the
philosophical relation between Bhagavat Vedan-
ta and Hegel’s Conceptual Realism, Dr. Purt re-
turned to the United States in the 1990’s. He
opened the Princeton Bhakti Vedanta Institute in
2012. Sripad B. M. Purt Maharaja, Ph. D., is a
harinam and brahmin diksha disciple of His Di-
vine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and a sannyasi disciple of Srila
Bhakti Rakshaka Sridhara Deva Goswami
Mabharaja.

Kindly subscribe to the SRI MAHANET mailing list here

for quarterly newsletters discussing the spiritual science of biogenesis (life and matter come from life),
the conclusion of knowledge (Bhagavat Vedanta philosophy), the subjective evolution of conscious-
ness, and the path of devotion (Bhakti yoga).

Kindly join our WhatsApp group

for regular updates regarding the service activities of the Princeton Bhakti Vedanta Institute.
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http://bviscs.substack.com
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-8udyHuxpkFyoqyV9CsraA
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